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Legislation

The main legislation for integration is based on the law of 1994 for pupils with physical, visual or hearing problems. For all the other disabilities, special and mainstream schools can co-operate on the basis of a contract (protocol) where the goals and procedures are explained. This is a contract between the directors, inspectors and teams of the 2 schools.

The Process

At the moment, 17 pupils of a special school, in the age range between 7 and 13 years, are integrated into the mainstream school with the help of teachers of the special school. 

The integration arrangement is one of full inclusion. The children are full time in the mainstream classroom. The mainstream school has 6 elementary classes and 3 preschool classes. 

This year the pupils are distributed as follows:

· In the preschool 

· 3rd year: 1 girl

· In the elementary school: 

· 1st year: 2 boys

· 2nd year: 2 boys

· 3rd year: 3 girls and 2 boys

· 4th year: 2 girls

· 5th year: 3 boys and 1 girl

· 6th year: 1 girl

With the agreement of the parents, the pupils are integrated in the mainstream school. They continue to be pupils of the special school but do not attend it. They have access to the services provided by the special school: teacher, therapy, social, psychologist and medical help. 

A team of the special school is working as support team in the mainstream school full time for 2 teachers, half time for a nurse and a few hours for the therapist (depending on the needs).

The special teachers are working as support teachers in the ordinary classroom. They support both the teacher and the children with difficulties (also if they are not on the roll of the special school).

The work in the class is shared between the teacher from the special school and the teacher from the mainstream school. The activities are organised in the classroom itself. So, the special teachers never work solely with the pupils from special school. It is based on a whole classroom approach with special attention for children with specific needs.

Structural contacts are established between the children from the 2 schools. Multi-age workshops are organised 2 times a week.

One special teacher in the project acts as a co-ordinator of activities since the beginning of the project. The tasks are:

· To plan the actions in the different classrooms 

· To adapt the work and the programme. 

· To organise the pedagogical support, the medical, psychological and social support

· To co-operate with all the partners and to review the specific work of each of them

· To adjust the evaluation.

She also assures the transfer of information between the 2 schools with the help of so-called communication books.

The 2 directors and the psychologist are present at all the meetings concerning pupils, parents, and with respect to an individual programme.

The process of integration is evaluated punctually externally and internally. 

The project aims at adaptation of the curriculum to all pupils by a differentiated pedagogical approach.
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