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1. School Characteristics

The High School “Pedro Peñalver” is located in El Algar in the province of Murcia. It is a public centre belonging to the Autonomous Community of Murcia. It was created seven years ago and offers Compulsory Secondary Education, Bachillerato and a Social Guaranty Programme. There are currently 500 pupils coming from here and also from the surrounding areas. 

What differentiates the centre from others is the diversity of its students. The High School has pupils with special needs, ethnic minorities, foreigners from Europe and the rest of the world (most of them from Morocco). All this has given the education centre special functional and educational problems. 

In the last 7 years the focus and organisation of education has changed in order to attend the pupils’ educational needs properly. There are two ways of attending to these special education needs, which in Spanish is called attention to diversity. 

2. Programme for Students with Special Education Needs 

The team of practitioners working at the High School has created a specific program of educational support for students with special needs, esp. related to intellectual disabilities. 

The global assessment of this project carried out in the centre during the 2000/01 and 2001/02 courses is positive due to the degree the proposed objectives were achieved and the excellent results achieved by the students. An evolution in the social relations and in the personal autonomy of most of the affected students has also been observed. This model is also guaranteed by the positive experience made by other schools of the Region.

The pupils with special needs can be properly attended through different models of equal value. The provision model followed by this school is based on intervention models. On the one hand, specialised attention is given inside the support classroom by the Therapeutic Pedagogy teacher and the Individual Education Plans are implemented by the teachers outside the ordinary units on the other hand.

2.1 Pedagogical principles

The two principles, which address the programme adaptation to the Centre’s needs are:

· Normalisation principle: using the mainstream curriculum as a basis and then introducing substantial modifications, but letting the pupils participate in the general learning experiences as much as possible, thereby they feel integrated in the School. It is crucial that the students are completely integrated in their ordinary group. To guarantee their integration the participation in the current activities of their group must be fostered and they must share, at least three basic curriculum subjects, the tutory and the optional subjects with their mates.

· Individualisation principle: adjusting the educational attention given to these students to their development and specific characteristics.

General Objectives:

1. To establish a curriculum structured in fields adapted to the pupils’ needs, interests and motivations.

2. To contribute to the solution of the problem of the Individual Education Plan and its implementations when there is a big education gap, thereby limiting the need to adapt subjects.

3. To prepare students with special needs for life, fostering more functional learning, interpersonal relations, personal autonomy and job related abilities.

4. To foster a more individualised educational attention for a longer period.

5. To improve the real social integration of these pupils and to foster their participation in the reference group through physical activities.

2.2 Students’ Characteristics

The students of this programme have the following characteristics:

1. They are between 14 and 18 years old.

2. They have special needs associated to behavioural problems as diagnosed by the psycho-pedagogical assessment carried out by the Advisory Team. This excludes pupils with physical or sensory disabilities and also with intellectual disability.

3. They have a curriculum gap of two or more cycles.

4. The achievement of the general objectives of the Secondary Education by these students is considered impossible.

Having all these characteristics is necessary for the student’s access to the programme. In the current program there are six students. The size of the group is essential for guaranteeing that the students receive the individualised attention needed.

 2.3 Curriculum Fields

· Scientific-technical field: 

Contents (among others):

· Using strategies for counting

· Literacy and numeracy
· Identification of problems pertaining to one or some of the four basic operations
· Using the money system
· Using the calculator
· Parts of the body
· Different types of food
· A balanced diet
· Personal hygienic habits
· Social abilities
· Socio-linguistic field:

· Basic writing and reading

· Oral and written comprehension and expression

· Basic knowledge of the environment (social and natural)

· Basic habits of intellectual work and social relationships.

· Hand craft workshop:

Contents (among others):

· Culture crafts 

· Decoration Workshop

· Paper Maché Workshop

· Mask workshop

· Building with recycled materials workshop

Time Table:

· Socio linguistic field:


6 hours per week

· Scientific technical field:

6 hours per week

· Handicraft workshop:


3 hours per week.

For the rest of the timetable these pupils will be in their ordinary groups where they follow the timetable for the following subjects: Physical Education, Music, Artistic Education/Technology, Religion, Tutory and Optional subjects. In all these subjects, the students will follow an Individual Education Plan developed by the responsible Didactic Department.

(To see the complete plan objectives, contents, assessment, etc. contact the Spanish Working Partner)

3. Compensatory Education and Multicultural Programme: Specific Grouping

Due to its location (a rural area with lots of agricultural resources and plants) a large number of immigrants work in the fields. The School constantly receives pupils from this sector and some of them have curriculum gaps because of a lack of continuous schooling, based on work circumstances or life and school attitudes.

That is why the Centre has a rising percentage of pupils with compensatory education needs. It is a very important objective in this education site to develop compensatory solutions for these people, who find themselves in unfavourable situations, and to provide them with the best conditions and resources in order to be reinserted in the education system as quickly as possible.

This programme has been organised in this way:

1. Multicultural grouping

2. Spanish as a Foreign Language unit (SFL)

3. Support for the instrumental subjects (Spanish Language and Mathematics)

3.1 Multicultural grouping:

The multicultural grouping is a method adopted by the High School to allow adequate attention to a group of students belonging to the first cycle and third course of Compulsory Secondary Education. They are also in a situation of social disadvantage and have missed a large part of the curriculum.

The basic subject, which is vital for all other courses and the learning process, is the Spanish Language.

This program tries:

· To establish an adequate solution for students regarding education under conditions of socio-educational disadvantages.

· To compensate for these pupils’ curriculum gap.

· To avoid the risk of dropouts.

· To reduce school absenteeism.

· To integrate pupils from other cultures in a disadvantaged situation, not only into our culture, but also into our education system.

The final objective of these groupings is to insert and keep these pupils in the education system.

The principle of equal opportunities on education implies the implementation of a variety of educational measures in order to compensate for the inequalities and social disadvantages. This is the main objective of our programme of specific grouping.

3.2 Grouping objectives

The interventions to compensate for educational inequalities for these specific groupings try to achieve the following objectives:

· To guarantee the schooling under conditions of equal opportunity for students in disadvantaged situations, keeping in mind their social reality.

· To foster the reception and education integration for those students with unfavourable conditions and belonging to ethnic minorities.

· To develop the organisational, didactical and curriculum related measures needed in order for these students to achieve the educational objectives.

· To foster and show the education community the participation in these compensatory interventions.

Selection and grouping criteria of the students:

The pupils have to:

· Be under 16 years old.

· Have had Compulsory Secondary Education.

· Have a curriculum gap of two or more courses in the majority of the subjects.

· Have a disadvantage in receiving education and/or:

· Belong to ethnic minorities or immigrants (in this case, not to know the Spanish language)

· Belong to socially unfavourable collectives.

Due to these pupils’ characteristics, who are in need of this educational intervention, multicultural groups are formed in order to attend to the cultural diversity, to facilitate their integration, and to achieve a mutual enrichment.

Grouping characteristics:

· Groups of 15 students maximum (although 10 would be the best)

· Working with basic learning methods

· Courses studied by the group: Spanish Language, Mathematics, Social Science and Natural Science and Communication Workshop as an optional subject (in 2nd course) and English language.

· The immigrant students attend SFL (Spanish as a Foreign Language)

· The students belonging to 2nd and 3rd course of Secondary Education and in the ordinary units study the rest of the subjects.

· The inclusion in to this group is revised periodically 

At the present there are 12 students in the 2nd course grouping (among them there are two Gypsy people and 6 from Morocco) and 10 students in the 3rd course.

3.3 SFL Unit (Spanish as a Foreign Language)

This Unit offers the foreign students with no or poor knowledge of the Spanish language the possibility of learning basic Spanish in order to be able to communicate in the society. The final objective is that those pupils can access the Multicultural Groupings or the ordinary curriculum.

SFL Unit Objectives:

· The main objective is the learning of the Spanish language.

· To be a reference point (of the unit and the teacher). The teacher of Spanish is his/her School Guide and facilitates to him/her:

· Emotional balance, giving them affection.

· Social integration among their schoolmates.

· The Spanish Language and culture. 

· Adaptation to our education system.

· The information and support needed to improve their social situation.

There are only 10 students attending this SFL Unit.

“Our experiences and development have led us to investigate this High School in action. It is the best way that we have found to reduce the school failure, the absenteeism and the lack of interest. We would like to avoid the early dropouts and the apathy in school. This is why we keep on working in this direction and want to introduce Information and Communication Technology inside the classrooms as a learning tool.

This is our present challenge: trying to give these pupils the same education options as the others. Their success will be ours”.

This Multicultural Grouping program won second place on the Compensatory Education National Prize awarded by the Spanish Ministry of Education, Culture and Sport in 2001.
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