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Question Data Notes and sources used
1. Number of Public Sector Private Sector Total Academic Source: Statistics Austria. Detailed statistical
compulsory 737.662 64.857 Year of information for Austria is available from:
school aged ) ) : Reference http://www.statistik.at/web_de/statistiken/bildung_
pupils (including Primary Secondary Primary Secondary und_kultur/index.html
those with SEN) 312,888 424,774 18,677 46,180 802,519 | 2008/2009 | The data presents the number of students from
grade one to nine, irrespective of age.
2. Number of Public Sector Private Sector Total Academic Source: Statistics Austria.
compulsory 27.555 970 Year of
school aged : Reference
pupils wrguo have Primary Secondary Primary Secondary
SEN (in all 9,601 17,954 307 663 28,525 2008/2009
educational
settings)
3. Pupils with Public Sector Private Sector Total Academic Source: Statistics Austria.
SEN in 11,276 511 Year of
segregated : Reference
spgcigl schools Primary Secondary Primary Secondary
3,205 8,071 161 350 11,787 2008/2009
4. Pupils with Public Sector Private Sector Total Academic Source: Statistics Austria.
SEN in 864 101 Year of
segregated Reference
spgcigl classes Primary Secondary Primary Secondary
in mainstream 323 541 27 74 965 2008/2009
schools
5. Pupils with Public Sector Private Sector Total Academic Source: Statistics Austria.
SEN in fU"y 15.415 358 Year of
inclusive : Reference
settings Primary Secondary Primary Secondary
6,073 9,342 119 239 15,773 2008/2009
6. Compulsory 9 years of compulsory education (age 6 to 15).
age phase 4 years primary education (age 6 to 10), 5 years secondary education (age 10 to 15).
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7. Clarification of
Public - Private
sector education

Public schools are either financed:

- completely by the federal state (teacher salaries, maintenance of school buildings) in terms of academic secondary schools, higher vocational
schools, teacher training colleges etc.;

- or financed by the federal state (teacher salaries) and the communities (school maintenance) in terms of compulsory schools (primary, lower
secondary, special or prevocational schools);

- or by the federal state (teacher salaries) and a federal province (school maintenance) e.g. vocational schools.

Private schools — The majority of private schools are (officially recognised) denominational schools and they are maintained by the respective
church. The federal state is obliged to finance teacher salaries.

Private associations who are in favour of a special pedagogy (‘alternative pedagogy’ like ‘Waldorf etc.) and who develop a particular curriculum that
is not in line with the national curriculum are totally financed by their stakeholders. In case they fulfil certain given criteria they might also get
financial support by the state authorities.

If private schools follow the national curriculum they may be given the mandate by the Ministry of Education to provide legal state certification
(private schools with ‘public law status’).

8. Legal
Definition of SEN

A child is recognised as having special educational needs if — as a result of a physical or psychologically based disability — he/she is not able to
achieve the goals of the national curriculum without receiving special provision (§ 8, Compulsory Schooling Act Schulpflichtgesetz).

The assessment procedure is carried out by the school district board upon the application of the parents, the head teacher of the school or by the
board itself with reference to expert opinions.

SEN provision is available for two ‘categories’ of students.

- Category 1: pupils officially labelled as having special educational needs (pupils with physical and/or psychological disabilities) may either attend a
special or a mainstream school with additional support (based on parental choice).

- Category 2: pupils with special educational needs, but without certification (such as speech impediments, behaviour problems, visual or hearing
impairments) are offered ‘outpatient’ provision by the Special Mobile Service in or outside classrooms.

The education of pupils with special educational needs is embedded in the general legislative framework for education such as:

The 1962 School Organisation Act (Schulorganisationsgesetz) is the foundation on which the current school organisation (including education of
Students with SEN in special schools (Sonderschulen) or mainstream settings) is based. The ‘School Education Act’ (Schulunterrichtsgesetz) is the
legal framework for all issues concerning education within schools (e.g. assessment, enrolment of students, transition procedures within different
types of schools etc.).

Special Needs Education in Austria: important milestones are the 15th Amendment to the ‘School Organisation Act’ of 1993, the 17th Amendment
of 1996 and the associated amendments of the ‘Compulsory Schooling Act’ (Schulpflichtgesetz), the School Education Act and of the ‘Basic Act on
the Maintenance of Compulsory Schools’ (Pflichtschulerhaltungs-Grundsatzgesetz). These amendments have re-oriented the educational system
by providing new organisational and integrative forms of special pedagogical assistance for pupils with special educational needs in general
compulsory schools (Allgemein bildende Pflichtschulen).
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