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21. LIFELINE FROM BIRTH TO SCHOOL FOR A CHILD AT RISK (0-3/6 years old)


= presents the general pathway, called ‘life-line’, followed by a child requiring early intervention, from birth till 6/7 years, as well as her or his family (provision and responsibilities according to the child’s age).
32. EARLY CHILDHOOD INTERVENTION SERVICES/CENTRES/PROVISION


= provides information on the main characteristics of ECI services, centres or provision: types and names of ECI provision; age range covered; professionals involved and training issues; positive aspects and challenges. 

43. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REGARDING ECI IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC


54. CONTACTS





	1. LIFELINE FROM BIRTH TO SCHOOL FOR A CHILD AT RISK
(0-3/6 years old)


	Age
	0-9 months
	6 months - 2 years
	2-6 years
	6-18 years

	Centres/ Provision
	Hospitals and Health centres: birth control, scanning, health care
	Nurseries: support of child

development, specific training and support
	Day care centres:
	Kindergarten:


	School:

	
	
	
	education, social skills development, specific training and support

	
	Special children homes: institutional care providing full boarding services, social care, health care, education

	
	Family Care: social, health, education services are offered 

	Responsible Services: 

Education

Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports,

Regional school authorities, Community authorities
	Educational authorities overtake the responsibility of child/family educational support mainly from 2 years of age.

A specialist from Special-Pedagogical-Psychological Centre (SPCs) and/or from Early Intervention Centres visits the child to provide the educational support to the child with special needs. This takes place either at home, or in any of the preschool institutions (children´s home, nursery, kindergarten, day care centre...), or yet at school (from 6 years old). In SPC, professionals from education, social and health area are working together; other specialists can also be involved. Special teachers and/or psychologists are the reference persons. SPC special teacher, psychologist and/or social worker are in charge of supporting parents and/or professionals working with a child (in day care/kindergarten/pre-school centres/homes) and must also provide professional support to the child. 

There are special classes in kindergartens and a certain number of special kindergartens for children with special needs. The educational programme is formulated to meet the needs of the child. Special kindergartens provide broad integrative range of educational, health and social services to children with special needs and counselling to their families.

	Health: Ministry of health; Regional health authorities
	Health authorities at regional level are responsible for both policy and the delivery of health support services from birth through the whole life of a child. 

A health nurse visits the family from the 1st week of the baby’s life to provide the information and/or counselling about the nutrition, development and care of the child and the care of the mother.  The key person is the medical doctor. There is a regular visit schedule (at the medical centre and/or hospital or clinic) and schedule of screening: they include developmental tests and inoculation of the child as well as checks of the mother’s health conditions. A link exists from general health services to special medical services; there is also cooperation with educational and social services supporting the family/child with special needs. Children homes for children of early age and nurseries are under the responsibility of the national and/or regional health authorities.

	Social: Ministry of Social Affairs, Regional / Community authorities
	Social authorities at national, regional and/or community level are responsible   for social care and social services delivery from the child’s birth till the social need exists. Social authorities provide financial support, counselling to families with a child with special needs. Social care institutions and day centres are under the responsibility of the social sector.


Comments: at governmental level, a document on comprehensive rehabilitation was approved with the idea to create space for a close inter-sectors co-operation between the responsible ministries and for a more effective and accessible network among medical, social and pedagogical services for children with special needs.

	2. EARLY CHILDHOOD INTERVENTION SERVICES/CENTRES/PROVISION


General goal: empowerment of families and child development.

Positive aspect: all bodies providing EI services are following quality criteria.
	
	Provision
	Location
	Positive aspects

	Health care
	Medical care, developmental scanning, health control, counselling, specific treatment supporting development of skills and abilities of a child. 


	Nurseries- day care services

Hospitals, Health centres, Rehabilitation centres 


	- All children are reached within health services.

- Network among health services is good

- Free access

-Team work

- Family-oriented services

	Social care
	Broad range of social care services and  social family counselling. Social services are provided either within special institutions and/or delivered directly to families and children at family care.


	Special children homes, 

Day care centres, 

Social institutions
	

	Educational care
	Responsible for counselling, specific developmental support and stimulation of a child,  education. These institutions develop Individual Educational Plan and are responsible for its fulfilling and following either at institutions and/or at home
	SPC, Kindergarten (special kindergartens, special units within mainstream kindergartens, individual mainstreaming)
	Qualified staff; interdisciplinary training.

- Speech therapy, development of language and communication skills, are part of the education of children with special needs.

- Medical staff (physiotherapist, eye- doctor, neurologist, etc.) are often members of the SPC team.

	NGOs
	NGOs’ programmes for families with SEN child
	NGO-based EI Centres offering various family oriented services (mainly for visual impaired children)
	


	3. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REGARDING ECI 

IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC


The system of early childhood intervention and its legislative bases are being discussed in the country. The rationale of comprehensive rehabilitation services in the Czech Republic was adopted in July 2003 at the governmental level. Early intervention is one part of this document. 

Both professionals and families with a child with special needs are expecting the new law on rehabilitation that should make the access to early intervention services and its network smoother and more efficient.

	4. CONTACTS


Czech Early Childhood Intervention expert involved in the project: 

Name:

Ms. Zuzana KAPROVA

Institution: 
Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport 

Address:

Karmelitska 7

CZ - 118 12 Prague 1
Fax:

+42 02 5719 3265
Email:

kaprovaz@msmt.cz

For contact details of the Czech representatives of the European Agency for Development in Special Needs Education, go to: 

www.european-agency.org  (National Pages)
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