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EARLY CHILDHOOD INTERVENTION IN ICELAND
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21. LIFELINE FROM BIRTH TO SCHOOL FOR A CHILD AT RISK (0-3/6 years old)


= presents the general pathway, called ‘life-line’, followed by a child requiring early intervention, from birth till 5 or 6 years, as well as her or his family (provision and responsibilities according to the child’s age).
32. EARLY CHILDHOOD INTERVENTION SERVICES/CENTRES/PROVISION


= provides information on the main characteristics of ECI services, centres or provision: types and names of ECI provision; age range covered; professionals involved and training issues; positive aspects and challenges.

43. CONTACTS





	1. LIFELINE FROM BIRTH TO SCHOOL FOR A CHILD AT RISK
(0-3/6 years old)


	Age Range
	Before birth
	0-2 years
	6 months –

6 years
	6-16 years

	Centres/ Provision
	Health Care for future mothers
	At home
	Preschool
	School

	Responsible Services
	Health Care
	State Diagnostic and Counselling Centre
	Pedagogical                                      Psychological Advice Centre and Regional Board for affairs of the Handicapped 
	Pedagogical                                      Psychological Advice Centre

	
	Social Services
	Social workers and psychologists
	
	

	Comments
	For the youngest children the Preschools and the State Diagnostic and Counselling Centre play the major role. The State Diagnostic and Counselling Centre has been developing its work in EI for a couple of years now.


	2. EARLY CHILDHOOD INTERVENTION SERVICES/CENTRES/PROVISION


	Centres/ Provision
	Home visiting nurse after child’s birth
	State Diagnostic and Counselling Centre
	Low Vision and Rehabilitation Centre
	Centre for Hearing Impairment

	Responsible Services
	Health care centres
	Ministry of Social Affairs 
	Ministry of Health

	Number of centres/ provision
	In every community
	1
	1
	1

	Age range of children
	0-9 months
	0-6 years
	0-x years


	Centres/ Provision
	Child and Adolescent Psychiatric Unit
	Regional Board for affairs of the Handicapped
	Pedagogical Psychological Advice Centre
	Kindergarten, preschools

	Responsible Services
	Ministry of Health
	Ministry of Social Affairs
	Municipalities in Iceland

	Number of centres/ provision
	1
	In all regions
	In some municipalities (there are 105 municipalities and only 30-40 such centres)
	253

	Age range of children
	Children- 17 years
	All ages
	0-16 years
	2-6 years


COMMENTS

Provision for very young children is similar in the Nordic countries.

All children have the right to attend any regular (mainstream) service from early age to 6 years in preschools (provided by Municipal services with due support).

Most children stay at home from birth until 2 years old. Parental leave is about 9 months.

POSITIVE ASPECTS of Early Childhood Intervention in Iceland
· Easy to reach all children with IE.

· Good diagnosis and good transfer of information.

· Less than 1% of pupils are later in segregated systems.

CHALLENGES for Early Childhood Intervention in Iceland
· Co-ordination of all services with focus on the needs of families.

· Ensure equal quality of services for all individuals, regardless of residence.

· Developing assessment

TRAINING ISSUES concerning professionals involved: training preschool teachers on early childhood intervention; training early childhood intervention specialists.

	3. CONTACTS


Icelandic Early Childhood Intervention expert involved in the project: 

Name:

Ms. Bergþóra GISLADOTTIR 

Institution: 
Fræðslumiðstöð Reykjavíkur
Address:

Fríkirkjuvegur 1, 

IS-101 Reykjavík
Iceland

Fax:

+354 535 50 50
Email:

bergthorag@grunnskolar.is

For contact details of the Icelandic representatives of the European Agency for Development in Special Needs Education, go to: 

www.european-agency.org  (National Pages)
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