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EARLY CHILDHOOD INTERVENTION IN LITHUANIA
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21. LIFELINE FROM BIRTH TO SCHOOL FOR A CHILD AT RISK (0-2/6 years old)


= presents the general pathway, called ‘life-line’, followed by a child requiring early intervention, from birth till 6 years, as well as her or his family (provision and responsibilities according to the child’s age).

32. EARLY CHILDHOOD INTERVENTION SERVICES/CENTRES/PROVISION


= provides information on the main characteristics of ECI services, centres or provision: types and names of ECI provision; age range covered; professionals involved and training issues; positive aspects and challenges.

43. TRAINING COURSES PROVIDED BY UNIVERSITIES/HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS


54. CONTACTS





	1. LIFELINE FROM BIRTH TO SCHOOL FOR A CHILD AT RISK
(0-2/6 years old)


	Responsible services
	Age Range
	Involved Professionals

	
	0-1/2 years
	2-6 years
	Over 6 years
	

	Health
	Hospital, home
	
	Paediatricians/ nurses are the first to intervene, followed by family doctors.

	
	Early Rehabilitation Services (in case of development problems, from birth to 4/6 years)
	
	Social paediatrician co-ordinates multidisciplinary team of psychologists, physiotherapists, special educators, speech therapists, social pedagogues. 

	Education
	
	Kindergarten (mainstream) and preschool
	
	Most/Each kindergarten has a speech therapist

	
	
	Special groups in mainstream kindergartens/ preschools
	
	Special educator, speech therapist, physiotherapist: a team of professionals or one professional (depending on specialisation of support).

	
	
	Special educational centres (children with severe developmental disorders)
	
	Team of professionals.

	
	
	Pedagogical Psychological Services (PPS)
	Professionals from the PPS make case studies (assessment) and can recommend special support for the child. Family has the right to choose the institution and type of support.


	2. EARLY CHILDHOOD INTERVENTION SERVICES/CENTRES/PROVISION


	Centres/ Provision
	Early Rehabilitation Services
	University Child Developmental Centres
	Special Educational Centres for severe physical / multiple disabilities
	Centres for Visual impairment
	Centres for Hearing Impairment

	Responsible Services
	Health (local authority)
	Health (State level)
	Education (local authority level)

	Number of centres/ provision
	35
	2
	In some authorities

	Age range of children
	0-4/6 years (until entering pre-school)
	0-18 years
	2-6 years (until entering school)


	Centres/ Provision
	Specialised groups in mainstream kindergarten
	Pedagogical Psychological Centre
	Pedagogical-Psychological Services (PPS)
	Infant homes

	Responsible Services
	Education (local authority)
	Education (State level)
	Education (local authority)
	Health (State level)

	Number of centres/ provision
	In all authorities
	1
	28
	6

	Age range of children
	2-6 years (until entering school)
	2-18 years
	0-3 years (social risk)


COMMENTS: It exists a Law on Special Education (1998), Regulations about ECI (2000) and a Law on Children Rights Protection (1996).

POSITIVE ASPECTS of Early Childhood Intervention in Lithuania

· No child is lost or is missing treatment (family doctors and paediatricians play a key role).

· It is a clear system with co-ordinating structures (e.g. the PPS).

· Continuity of support meeting special educational needs of a child.
CHALLENGES for Early Childhood Intervention in Lithuania
· More co-ordination and collaboration among Health– Social- Education systems meeting special needs of families and children.

· More family orientation is needed in order to see the child in the family context (holistic approach to a child and family).

TRAINING ISSUES concerning professionals involved
· Training needs to be more focused on family’s needs. It is too much based on a deficit model instead of being focused on the project of a child and a family.

· A training system of ECI professionals needs to be created.

	3. TRAINING COURSES
PROVIDED BY UNIVERSITIES/HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS


The Faculty of Special Education of Siauliai University in Lithuania organises a new course (module of 6 ECTS) on Early Intervention and Preschool Education addressed to speech therapists, special educators and physiotherapists (within their initial training).

In-Service Training Institute of Siauliai University organises non-regular in-service training courses on Early Intervention for professionals/practitioners. 

Internet link of Siauliai University: www.su.lt
Child Developmental Centre of  Republican Universty Hospital in Vilnius organises non-regular in-service training courses on Early Intervention for professionals/practitioners. 

	4. CONTACTS


Lithuanian Early Childhood Intervention expert involved in the project: 

Name:

Ms. Stefanjia ALISAUSKIENE 

Institution: 
Siauliai University
Address:

L P.Visinskio srt.25

LT-5400 Siauliai
Lithuania

Fax:

+370 41 59 57 34
Email:

stefa@operamail.com

For contact details of the Lithuanian representatives of the European Agency for Development in Special Needs Education, go to: 

www.european-agency.org  (National Pages)













PAGE  
5

[image: image1.jpg]