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	1. EARLY CHILDHOOD INTERVENTION SERVICES AND LIFELINE FOR A CHILD AT RISK (0-4/6 years old)


	Centres/ Provision
	Child Health Centre
	Child Welfare Council
	Integrated Early Intervention Teams

	Number of centres/ provision
	1 465
	5
	43 districts

	Target Group
	New born children
	Children in need of child protection
	Children with developmental delay/motor handicap

	Age Covered
	0 – 4 years
	0 – 18 years
	0-4 years

	Support
	-Vaccination program

-Screening development  (hearing/ visual / motor/ mental)
	Child protection, social security
	Assessment

Case management

	Professionals
	Medical doctors and nurse(s) trained for the child health centre
	Lawyers, behavioural scientists, behavioural scientists, welfare workers/ guardians
	Behavioural scientists

Rehabilitation doctors

social workers

	Funding 
	By Law (AWBZ)
	Department of Justice
	By Law (AWBZ)


	Centres/ Provision
	Social Educational Service
	Child Rehabilitation Centre
	Day Care Centre (mentally / complex handicapped children)

	Target Group
	Mentally and physically  handicapped people living at home
	Children with a motor handicap
	Children with a mental/complex handicap

	Age Covered
	0-...
	0 – 18 years
	0 – 6 years

	Support
	- “Case management”

- Developmental stimulation
	Main stream: Medical oriented support

Developmental orientation
	Developmental

	Professionals
	Behavioural scientists, social workers, 

home teachers
	Rehabilitation doctors, physiotherapists, social workers, occupational therapists, behavioural scientists
	Behavioural scientists, group educators (facultative: home teachers)

	Funding 
	By Law (AWBZ)
	By Law (AWBZ)
	By Law (AWBZ)


	Centres/ Provision
	Early detection of developmental delay
	Child Psychiatry

	Number of centres/ provision
	55 associations with Youth Health Centres and Social Educational Service
	12, 1 per region

	Target Group
	Children with developmental delay
	Children with disorder in autistic spectrum

	Age Covered
	0 - 7 years
	0-18 years

	Support
	Assessment & coordination
	Assessment & therapy

	Professionals
	Behavioural scientists, social workers, medical doctors
	Child psychiatrists, behavioural scientists, behavioural scientists, social workers

	Funding 
	By Law (AWBZ)
	By Law (AWBZ)


	Centres/ Provision
	Institute for the deaf
	Institute for the blind

	Number of centres/ provision
	3
	1

	Target Group
	Deaf children
	Blind children

	Age Covered
	0-18 years
	0-18 years

	Support
	"Case management"
	"Case management"

	Professionals
	Behavioural scientists, social workers, teachers, home teachers
	Behavioural scientists, social workers, teachers, home teachers

	Funding 
	By Law (AWBZ)
	By Law (AWBZ)


POSITIVE ASPECTS of Early childhood intervention in the Netherlands

- Home or centre-based and takes place in the natural environment of the child.

- Multidisciplinary

- Easy to consult

- Approachable

CHALLENGES:

In January 2004 a new law, the Law of Youth Care, age range 0-18, came into force. We expect the specialised expertise of the Early Intervention Team to disappear, as from then on, only the social worker and some assistants will define the approach to adopt. The knowledge of the behavioural scientist and of the medical doctor will only be available on consultation bases. 

It might be advisable to create a specialised training for behavioural scientists, medical doctors and professional Bachelors, on Early Detection and Early Intervention. Most training on Early Childhood Intervention takes place “in-service”.

	2. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REGARDING ECI

IN THE NETHERLANDS


2.1 Some theoretical notes on Early Intervention

Sipma (1996) stated the meaning of the concept of intervention as "step in" a situation; when used in the social sciences, intervention means to take an active part in an undesirable situation in order to change this situation in the way the person(s) in question would prefer (Nakken, 1992).

Intervention with young children is defined by Dunst, Snyder & Mankinen (1989), Shonkhoff & Meissels (2000). Dunst, Snyder and Mankinen (1989, p. 260) define early intervention as "…provisions of support to families of infants and young children from members of informal and formal social support networks that impact both directly and indirectly upon parents, family and child function". 

In the Netherlands the concept of intervention is reserved for professional interference. This implies that early intervention can be used home based, as well as centre based. Guaralnick and Bennet (1989, p.19) define early intervention as: "…Early intervention services constitute systematic and planned effort to promote development through a series of manipulations of environmental or experimental factors initiated during the first five years of life".  

Intervention in Orthopedagogy aims at solving, reducing or preventing problems in educating children. Nakken (1992, p. 20) defined intervention as "…Intervention (in relation to special education) constitutes s systematic and planned effort to promote the solutions to, the decrease of or even prevention of educational problems according to a desirable standard through a series of manipulations of experimental factors".

Note: "early" of early intervention is not defined.
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2.2 Important  websites concerning

 Early Childhood Intervention in the Netherlands:
Child health Care Centres: www.ouder-kindzorg.nl
Child Welfare Council: www.kinderbescherming.nl
Integrated Early intervention Teams: www.integralevroeghulp.nl
Social Educational Services: www.mee.nl
Child Rehabilitation Centres (patients’ association): www.bosk.nl
Day Care Centres (parents’ association): www.fvo.nl
Child Psychiatry (among other websites of www.kinderpsychiatrie.startkabel.nl):

www.autisme-nva.nl
Institute for blind children: www.bartimeus.nl
Institute for deaf children (parents’ association): www.fodok.nl
	3. TRAINING COURSES
PROVIDED BY UNIVERSITIES/HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS


In the Netherlands, some elements on early childhood intervention are included in the initial training of special educators, social educators or ‘pedagogues’. 

Higher education institutions provide an intensive Portage course; early childhood intervention can also be part of a Master’s Degree on Special Education, organised in Groningen University.

More information:

University of Groningen: www.rug.nl
Higher Education: www.hbo.nl
Netherlands Institute for Care and Welfare: www.nizw.nl (English version)

The Dutch Council of the Chronically Ill and the Disabled: www.cg-raad.nl (English version)

	4. CONTACTS


Dutch Early Childhood Intervention experts involved in the project: 

Name:

Ms. Ineke OENEMA-MOSTERT
Institution: 
University of Groningen

Department of Orthopedagogy
Address:

Grote Rozenstraat 38

NL-9712 TJ Groningen
Netherlands

Email:

C.E.Oenema-Mostert@ppsw.rug.nl

Name:

Mr. Bieuwe VAN DER MEULEN 

Institution: 
University of Groningen,

Department of Pedagogy and Education
Address:

Grote Rozenstraat 38

NL-9712 TJ Groningen
Netherlands

Fax:

+31 50 363 65 64

Email:

B.F.van.der.Meulen@ppsw.rug.nl

For contact details of the Dutch representatives of the European Agency for Development in Special Needs Education, go to: 

www.european-agency.org  (National Pages)
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