"Good examples of how assessment policy and/or practice supports inclusion in Iceland"

In Iceland there is like in many other European countries a wave towards more formative assessment, assessment for learning, in all education, specially in 1st  to 10th grade.

When talking about inclusion in Iceland it is of importance to know that only 0.5% of pupils in compulsory education attend special schools so the assessment of SEN pupils is mostly in inclusive settnings.

 
Example from a school that is thinking in new procedures to meet individual needs better.
 
In a growing suburb in Reykjavík there is a three year old school for children 6-16 year old that is 1st to 10th grade, which has had a strong total inclusion policy from the beginning.  Attendance there is 144% which means more children than are living in the area are coming to that school. Mostly because of the inclusion policy, children with various needs, handicapped, ADHD etc.

You can look að their statement and introduction here: http://www.nordlingaskoli.is/ymislegt/erlent/kynning_a_ensku.pdf 
 

The first school day, welkoming day, takes place in student´s home. 

Staff (in pairs) pay a visit and students and parents on their home students 

turf to discuss the year ahead. This is for all students ewery year.

They have been trying new methods in assessment, and have student, parent, teacher meetings three times a year that focus on setting educational goals and intentions and assessing progress.

Student and teacher have their first meeting and look at aspects as, what is your best features, what expectations do you have, what are your goals, how do you feel in school, how are you doing in the subjects?

 

The student takes this  questions also home and do the same thinking with parents. Now as this is so new for parents, they take a copy of what students and teachers have been doing in school home and work from there.

 

Then there is a meeting with all participants, the teacher, the student and the parent/s.  They discuss what has been written and the student also have his portfolio to look at and introduce.

 

After this procedure the assessment paper is written and all PTS take part in the assessment.

 

In this school there are now 34 pupils in grade 8 and 9 (age 14-15). The school has been working on alternative methods in exams for students. They have a individual “testbook “ with all the test in school subjects students have to take in one booklet. There is a testweek twice a year. In this week every child is taking his test for 30-40+ minutes a day. The child can work on what he likes, when he likes  in the pace he likes. He can think about a tricky problem and go home to learn better how to answer that question and then solve it an other day that week if he is not sure before. 

 

Techers make individual testbooks and those 34 students got 27 kinds of booklets.

 

They are also trying prepared group tests with cooperative learning features like jigzaw. 

 

Everybody is happy with new methods in testing and assessment procedures, the teachers in spite of the work, the parents and specially the students.

 

Example from a school that adjusts normal testing procedures to meet individual needs better.
 
Some of the children those with diagnose or SEN label get to take ordinary tests with adjustments in procedure like loner time to finish the test, or taking the test in two days rather than one. Getting help with reading the test either from a person or machine. Taking the test in individual settings or in small groups. Getting bigger size of text or the text is written on colored background. Oral examination or help with writing answers. Use of computer to write answers (this I am told is of least use for students). Some get simplified text in the same test other students get.

 
