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a. Introduction: The Island of Cyprus
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Geography: The third-largest island in the Mediterranean (one and one-half times the size of Delaware), Cyprus lies off the southern-east coast of Greece and the western shore of Syria. The highest peak is Mount Olympus at 6,406 ft (1,953 m).
National name: The Republic of Cyprus - Kypriaki Dimokratia

Capital: Lefkosia (Nicosia) 
Land area: 3,568 sq mi (9,241 sq km); total area: 3,571 sq mi 
Population (2007 est.): 788,457 (growth rate: 0.5%); birth rate: 12.6/1000
Monetary unit: euro 
Languages: Greek, Turkish (both official); English
Ethnicity/ race: Greek 77%, Turkish 18% (each concentrated almost exclusively in separate areas); other 5% (2001)
Religions: Greek Orthodox 78%, Islam 18%, Maronite, Armenian, Apostolic, and other 4%
Literacy rate: 98% (2003 est.) Definition: age 15 and over can read and write 

total population: 97.6% 

male: 98.9% 

female: 96.3% (2003 est.)
Member of Commonwealth of Nations
b. Introduction: Education in Cyprus

A. Cyprus Educational System - Mission Statement: 

‘The general aim of education in Cyprus is the development of free and democratic citizens…who contribute…to the promotion of cooperation, mutual understanding, respect and love among individuals and people for the prevalence of freedom, justice and peace’. 
The education service in Cyprus is highly centralised. The Ministry of Education and Culture controls the curriculum, the textbooks and the other resources needed to deliver it. Local school boards are funded by the Ministry and their role is restricted to matters of building, maintenance and supplies. Schools are directly controlled by the Ministry via the inspectorate and the school head teachers, the latter having less devolved responsibility than in many other educational systems. In the public educational institutions the teaching staff is appointed, promoted and subject to disciplinary proceedings by the Education Service Committee. The said committee promotes also the inspectors and the senior officers of education. The private schools are managed by private individuals or bodies, but come under the supervision and control of the Ministry of Education and Culture.
The Ministry of Education and Culture lists the priorities of the education system by emphasizing the importance of the following:

1. Democratization. 

· Respect for the dignity and uniqueness of each individual,

· Respect for the opinion of the majority,

· Opportunities for participation in the decision making progress,

· Encouragement of cooperation and responsibility,

· Equality of opportunity in all aspects of school life.

2. Developing the sound values of democratic citizens.
3. Creating favourable conditions for existence, cooperation and combating intolerance and xenophobia, in a world where an international character is increasingly developed, cultural diversity promoted and boundaries abolished. 
B. Structure of the Educational System: 

· Pre-primary school (kindergarten, nursery) – 3 to 6 years 

· Primary school (elementary school) – 6 to 12 years 

· Lower secondary school (gymnasium) – 12 to 15 years 

· Upper secondary school (Unified Lyceum or a technical/vocational school) – 15 to 18 years 

· High school (university)
Pre-primary to lower secondary education is compulsory and is offered free of charge in the public sector. It covers all students belonging to the groups between 4.8 - 15 years of age. Citizens of the Republic as well as immigrants, whether they reside legally in the country or not, are obliged to enrol their students in a public or a private educational institution. Failure to do so will result in prosecution of the legal guardian.
Upper secondary education including technical and vocational education and training is available and accessible to all 15-18 year olds. It is offered free of charge in the public sector which covers 85.8% of the pupils, however it is not compulsory for children over the age of 15.
The secondary general education, public and private, covers a huge sector of the Cyprus education system. Based on the socioeconomic, cultural and national needs of Cyprus, public secondary general education offers equal opportunities for education and pursues the promotion of knowledge in view of preparing pupils for their academic and/or professional pursuits.
The public secondary education offers two three-year cycles of education –Gymnasio and Lykeio - to pupils between the ages of 12 and 18. Full attendance is also obligatory. A public primary school leaving certificate is required in order to enrol in the gymnasium without entrance examinations. On graduation, the students are awarded the ‘Apolyterion Gymnasiou’.The curriculum includes core lessons, interdisciplinary subjects and a variety of extracurricular activities in order to attain a balanced development of the pupils’ personalities. The lyceum cycle of state upper secondary general education offers a 3 year optional education programme for pupils aged between 15 and 18. The holders of ‘Apolyterio Gymnasiou’ may enter a lyceum or a technical school without taking further examinations.
The Gymnasio is a complete cycle of general education focused on humanistic education. Lessons are common for all pupils pursuing qualitative upgrade.
Education priority zones ensure the prevention of school failure and functional illiteracy. Measures are also taken for the education of pupils with special needs, and assistance is offered for their school development in all sectors.
The Eniaio Lykeio is an innovation which is promoted and continuously upgraded to respond to the challenges of the society of knowledge, the new realities stemming from the Cyprus accession to the E.U. and the political social and economic scene of the Cyprus State, conducive to the citizen of the 21st century who must live in a global multicultural society. The Eniaio Lykeio offers common core optional streaming and special interest and /or enrichment of subjects aiming at general education and skills and the systematic in-depth study of subjects that the pupil has a special interest in, or inclination for.
By offering a balanced curriculum of general and technological education, Secondary Technical and Vocational Education (STVE) aims to offer pupils the required knowledge and skills which will:

· Prepare them to enter the world of work well equipped, or

· Continue further studies in their chosen area.

STVE is offered in two main directions, the theoretical and the practical direction, and in various specialties, in thirteen technical schools. 
Technical school graduates can compete, in favourable terms, with lyceum graduates, for places in tertiary education, by taking the centrally administered

Pancyprian examinations. 
In order to promote Life Long Learning, the Ministry of Education and Culture promotes the following educational programs:

· Evening technical schools.

· Afternoon and evening programs.

· Continuing technical education and training. 
Demand for higher education is high (75% of the students completing their upper secondary education seek placements at institutions of higher education). The Cyprus government covers the cost of tuition for Cypriot students studying at public institutions of higher education in Cyprus, at both university and non-university level. Currently, three public universities are operating in Cyprus: The University of Cyprus, The Technological University of Cyprus and the Open University of Cyprus. 
C. Language of Instruction

The language of instruction in public primary, secondary and technical and vocational schools is Greek. However, a number of private non-profit as well as profit-making institutions, ranging from missionary boarding schools to vocationally - oriented institutions and foreign language centres offer curriculum programs in general education, specialized fields and languages. Their courses of study last six to seven years and the basic languages of instruction are English, French, Italian or Arabic. 

In public universities the main language of instruction is Greek. In the other public and private tertiary institutions the Greek and English language is used.
D. Educational System for People with Special Needs

Methods of teaching mixed ability teaching are a clear and stated policy of the Ministry of Education and Culture. There is no restriction in this policy to primary schools or to the early stages of secondary schools and it must be assumed that it applies through to the third year of lyceum. Of course in Cyprus mixed ability is adopted as policy throughout the school stages. The argument is made that differentiation is achieved at the lyceum stage because pupils choose the options in which they are most able.
1. Population
National definition of immigrants: Immigrant pupils in Cyprus, are considered those where their mother tongue is not Greek, and who have a nationality other than Greek Cypriot.
Definition as agreed in Brussels:

· Pupils with all types of SEN

· Who are immigrants (originating from another country, different or similar language, with or without nationality, with/without low educational and economic background)

· Different cultural background

In Cyprus, due to the political situation in the country, there is a small number of Turkish Cypriot pupils, who, according to the above definition, are not considered as immigrants and are educated within the framework of the official State of the Republic of Cyprus.
The Republic of Cyprus gained its independence from Britain in 1960. Cyprus has a population of approximately 788,457 (81.9% Greek Cypriots and 18.1% Turkish Cypriots). In 1974 the junta which then ruled Greece staged an abortive coup against the president Archbishop Makarios and Turkey launched an invasion ‘to restore constitutional order’. Thirty-four years on, 37% of the island still remains under the invaders' occupation in defiance of United Nations Resolutions of unequivocal substance. And the Cyprus problem has become a major dispute in the sensitive Middle East. Negotiations for the solution of the Cyprus problem have been going on intermittently since 1975 under the auspices of the United Nations. The basis for the solution of the Cyprus problem are the UN Security Council resolutions and the two high-level agreements concluded between the Greek and the Turkish Cypriot leaders in 1977 and 1979.
Multicultural Education

During the last few years, a growing number of students, coming mainly from the former Soviet Union and other foreign countries have enrolled in public schools in Cyprus. About 6.1% of the pupils attending public schools do not speak Greek as their mother tongue. 

As far as multicultural education is concerned, the educational system in Cyprus aims:

· to provide an education that supports the language and distinctive cultural features of the various ethnic groups

· to provide an education that helps bilingual pupils to learn Greek as their second language for a smoother transition to the Greek Cypriot society 

· to promote the implementation of educational measures and policies that will facilitate the inclusion of groups from different cultural identities in a creative environment, regardless of background. 
Various support measures are currently being practiced. Bilingual students participate in the classroom along with the native Greek-speaking. A flexible system of intervention exists within the ordinary timetables. Bilingual students attend separate classes for intensive learning of the Greek language and specialized assistance according to their specific needs. The Department of Primary Education makes provisions so that bilingual pupils are distributed evenly in the various districts, schools and even classrooms, so that teachers can support their linguistic and cultural needs more effectively.
2. Data
Pupil Population in Primary Education
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Countries from which most immigrant secondary school pupils come

	a/a
	Country
	No. of pupils

	1. 
	Georgia
	803

	2. 
	Greece
	305

	3. 
	Russia
	365

	4. 
	Moldova
	56

	5. 
	Ukraine
	120

	6. 
	England
	182

	7. 
	Bulgaria
	170

	8. 
	Romania
	115

	9. 
	Asia countries
	21

	10. 
	Other European countries
	23

	11. 
	Other countries 
	295

	12. 
	Arab countries 
	171

	
	Total no. of immigrant pupils 
	2,626
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	PRIMARY EDUCATION
	SECONDARY EDUCATION

	District
	No. of schools
	District
	No. of schools

	Primary Education
	341
	Lower- Secondary Education

Gymnasio (3 years)
	62

	Nursery Schools
	244
	Upper - Secondary Education

Lykeio (3 years)
	34

	Greek Community Schools 
	125
	Upper - Secondary Education

Gymnasio - Lykeio (6 years)
	8

	Adult Education Centres 
	280
	Upper - Secondary Education

Evening - Gymnasio
	5

	Schools for Children with Special Needs 
	9
	Upper- Secondary Education

Technical Schools
	13

	Total
	999
	Total
	122


Pupil Population - National Data (2006)
Primary Education (P.E.)
	District
	Total
	Greek

Cypriots
	(
	Turkish Cypriots*
	(
	Maronites 

Armenians

Latins
	(
	Immigrants
	(

	Nicosia
	19,521
	18,128
	92.86
	14
	0.007
	197
	1.01
	1,182
	6.05

	Limassol
	14,426
	13,606
	94.32
	58
	0.004
	5
	0.0003
	757
	5.25

	Larnaka/ Famagusta
	13,868
	 13,097
	94.44
	4
	0.0003
	11
	0.0008
	756
	5.45

	Paphos
	6,411
	5,224
	81.48
	31
	0.005
	7
	0.001
	1,149
	17.92

	Total
	54,226
	50,055
	92.31
	107
	0.002
	220
	0.004
	3,844
	7.09


* Turkish Cypriots living in the government controlled area.
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Pupil Population - National Data (2006)
Secondary Education (S.E.)

Gymnasio
	District
	Total
	Greek

Cypriots
	(
	Turkish Cypriots
	(
	Maronites 

Armenians

Latins
	(
	Immigrants
	(

	Nicosia
	9,325
	8,644
	92.7
	1
	0.01
	112
	1.2
	568
	6.1

	Limassol
	8,181
	7,814
	95.5
	4
	0.04
	13
	0.2
	350
	4.26

	Larnaka/ Famagusta
	7,031
	6,732
	95.76
	2
	0.02
	1
	0.01
	296
	4.21

	Paphos
	3,558
	3,075
	86.42
	2
	0.06
	-
	-
	481
	13.52

	Total
	28,095
	26,265
	93.5
	9
	0.03
	126
	0.44
	1,695
	6.03
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Pupil Population - National Data (2006)
Upper Secondary Education (S.E.)

Eniaio Lykeio
	District
	Total
	Greek

Cypriots
	(
	Turkish Cypriots
	(
	Maronites 

Armenians

Latins
	(
	Immigrants
	(

	Nicosia
	8,416
	8,029
	95.4
	-
	-
	87
	1.03
	300
	3.57

	Limassol
	6,805
	6,620
	97.28
	1
	0.01
	13
	0.19
	171
	2.52

	Larnaka/ Famagusta
	4,992
	4,850
	97.16
	1
	0.02
	1
	0.02
	140
	2.8

	Paphos
	2,430
	2,139
	88.02
	2
	0.08
	10
	0.41
	279
	11.48

	Total
	22,643
	21,638
	95.56
	4
	0.02
	111
	0.49
	890
	3.93


[image: image5.emf]21,638

4

111

890

0

5000

10000

15000

20000

25000

Greek

Cypriots

Turkish

Cypriots

Maronites

Armenians

Latins

Immigrants


Pupil Population - National Data (2006)
Upper Secondary Education (S.E.)

Technical Schools
	District
	Total
	Greek

Cypriots
	(
	Turkish Cypriots
	(
	Maronites 

Armenians

Latins
	(
	Immigrants
	(

	Nicosia
	1203
	1156
	96.09
	-
	-
	12
	1.00
	35
	2.91

	Limassol
	1090
	1051
	96.42
	-
	-
	3
	0.28
	36
	3.3

	Larnaka/ Famagusta
	1217
	1192
	97.95
	-
	-
	-
	-
	25
	2.05

	Paphos
	684
	595
	86.99
	2
	0.29
	-
	-
	87
	12.72

	Total
	4,194
	3,994
	95.23
	2
	0.05
	15
	0.36
	183
	4.36
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Immigrant pupils with SEN in Cyprus
	District
	Primary Education
	Secondary General Education
	Totals

	Nicosia
	76
	16
	92

	Limassol
	14
	11
	25

	Larnaka/ Famagusta
	 4
	8
	12

	Paphos
	27
	9
	36

	Total
	121
	44
	165


Primary Education
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Secondary General Education
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Primary Education
	School type
	No. of pupils with SEN
	No. of immigrant pupils with SEN
	Percentage

	Mainstream schools
	2727
	116
	4.25%

	Special schools
	281
	5
	1.78%

	Total
	3,008
	121
	4.02(
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Secondary General Education
	School type
	No. of pupils with SEN
	No. of immigrant pupils with SEN
	Percentage

	Mainstream schools
	3,531
	44
	1.25%
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	Population
	Primary Education
	Secondary General Education
	Total

	Pupil population
	50,055
	54,932
	104,987

	Immigrant
	3,844
	2,768
	6,612

	% of Immigrants
	7.67%
	5.39%
	6.30%

	Immigrants with SEN
	121
	44
	165

	% of Immigrants
	0.24%
	0.08%
	0.16%
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3. Provisions
Multicultural Education in Schools

The Ministry of Education and Culture’s policy vision as far as the future of the multicultural society is concerned, is to promote the social inclusion of all pupils and the intercultural dialogue and communication between the different cultural groups; a process where all parties involved in the education system can improve their ability to deal with a more open, more complex cultural environment, in which different cultural identities co-exist and to highlight the contribution of different cultures and expressions of cultural diversity of the heritage and ways of life on our island.
This policy vision has been stressed by the following objectives of the Educational Reform, which is currently in progress:

· The democratic school that functions for the social inclusion of all children and for combating ‘dropping out’ of the system and social exclusion. 

· A school system/education that respects differences, pluralism (cultural, language, religious) and multiple intelligence.
The Ministry of Education and Culture has adopted a specific policy regarding the education of immigrant and non-native Greek speaking pupils who attend public schools in Cyprus. It is the long-standing policy and stance of the Ministry of Education and Culture that education is open and free to everybody. Its vision is to facilitate the smooth integration of groups from different cultural identities in a creative environment, regardless of their background, financial situation, racial or ethnic origin, colour, religion, belief or gender, through the implementation of special supportive measures and policies. 
Over the last five years, the Ministry of Education and Culture has adopted various support measures, in order to enable cultural minorities to express their cultural identity and to contribute to the cultural richness of the whole society. These measures can be categorised as measures for language support, which refer to the learning of Greek as a second language and measures for facilitating the smooth integration of groups with different cultural identities. More specifically:
Language support measures

Model used in Cyprus for Second Language Learning: In Cyprus the model that is currently being used is the Mainstreaming Programme in which non-native Greek language speaking students participate in the classrooms along with the native Greek language speaking students. One great benefit of this model is that by participating in the educational process with the other students, non-native Greek language speaking students feel that they belong in the classroom and the school at large. Additionally, they have the chance to communicate with more adept language learners, in this case the native speakers, who have more linguistic resources, therefore enhancing their own acquisition of the Greek language.
Supportive Greek language classes: In addition to the mainstreaming programme, a flexible system of intervention within the ordinary timetable exists. This involves putting non-native Greek speaking students in a separate class for some hours of the week, the number of which is decided by the Council of Ministers, for intensive learning of the Greek language and specialised assistance according to their specific needs. 
Afternoon classes for learning Greek as a second language: The Adult Education Centres which function under the supervision of the Ministry of Education and Culture offer afternoon classes for learning Greek as a second language to all people interested in the subject. It is worth noting that the portion of the government’s budget which is allocated for the programmes, offered by the Adult Education Centres, has increased considerably the last few years. Moreover, the centres offer opportunities for further education to adults while asylum seekers and recognised refugees are entitled to enrol as well to attend any of the 65 different subjects offered, which include the teaching of the Greek language, the teaching of foreign languages, physical education, dances, painting, music and a variety of other subjects. The centres, following a decision taken by the Council of Ministers, offer the teaching of the Greek language free to recognised refugees and in cooperation with the Ministry of Interior they offer free Greek language courses to asylum seekers as well, after being funded by the European Refugee Fund.
Educational material: Teaching non-native Greek speaking students often requires the use of specialised material that accommodates their particular needs. Teachers usually prepare their own material or use material designed especially for the teaching of Greek as a second language. The Ministry of Education and Culture, has provided all schools with educational material for the teaching of Greek as a second language to school children whose mother tongue is not Greek. It includes books for the teaching of the Greek language, activity and exercise books, as well as teachers’ books with methodological instructions and a variety of suggestions for activities, of mainly communicative character. In addition, the Department of Primary Education of the Ministry has provided all schools with a curriculum designed for the needs of non-native Greek speaking students who learn Greek in a Greek-speaking environment as well as tests that assess their proficiency level in the Greek language. 
Staff development: The Ministry of Education and Culture realizes the need to provide teachers with the opportunity to further develop their learning and teaching approaches to all children. During the last years, in-service training seminars were offered to inspectors, head teachers and teachers who teach non-native Greek speaking students. The Ministry of Education and Culture plans for more in-service training programmes in the future in order to sensitize teachers on issues concerning the theoretical and practical issues of intercultural education. Along with the in-service training programmes, teachers and inspectors have also the chance to enhance their knowledge about intercultural education through seminars offered by the Pedagogical Institute of Cyprus and master’s level courses offered by the University of Cyprus.
Culturally sensitive support measures

The presence of children coming from diverse cultural backgrounds in schools makes the issue of respecting what is different a very critical one. Developing multicultural awareness, providing information among the student population, of the way of life, patterns of thought, attitudes of people who differ from us, attempting to understand these differences and communicating with these people are important features of multicultural schools. The issue of intercultural education is relatively new to Cypriot schools and society. The Ministry of Education and Culture has promoted several measures that promote multicultural awareness. For example, in districts with a high rate of non-native Greek speakers and immigrants, the Adult Education Centres have organised afternoon classes of folklore dancing and music to support their cultural heritage. 
Moreover, in schools that have a large number of non-native Greek speaking students, efforts have been made to involve parents in the schools’ life. Some parents, with the support of the teaching staff and the local community, offer afternoon classes for students who want to learn traditional Greek dances and songs. In many schools, the teaching staff organises special festivities, during which students that come from different cultures share their customs, dances and songs in their own language, games or food. In these celebrations parents and other members of the community are invited. 
At the classroom level, teachers engage children into activities that expose them to the culture and language of their non-native Greek speaking classmates. In many cases non-native Greek speaking students are encouraged to share photographs of their countries and important places, show their flags and traditional costumes, sing a traditional song, tell a story from their country or teach their classmates short words in their mother language. Activities like these surely do not cover the whole area of multicultural awareness. Helping students become sensitive and respectful to other cultures and languages is not an easy task. It is, however, a task worth working for and an issue that deserves a lot of attention not only by the educational system but also by the whole society. 

The Provisions can be summarised as follows:

· language support, which refer to the learning of Greek as a second language 

· measures for facilitating the integration of groups with different cultural identities

· mainstreaming programs in which bilingual pupils participate in the classrooms along with the native Greek-speaking pupils

· flexible system of intervention within the ordinary timetable 
· placing bilingual pupils in a separate class for some hours of the week, for intensive learning of the Greek language and specialized assistance according to their specific needs

· adult education centres offer afternoon classes for learning Greek as a second language 
The Department of Primary Education has also promoted several cultural measures to promote multicultural awareness:

· providing all schools with educational material (books for the teaching of the Greek language, activity and exercise books, as well as teachers’ books with methodological instructions and a variety of suggestions for activities, of mainly communicative character) 

· in-service training seminars and conferences to teachers who teach bilingual pupils

· providing information among the pupil population of the way of life, patterns of thought and attitudes of people who differ from us, attempting to understand these differences and communicating

· raising acceptance of multicultural differences
Indicatively, the following measures apply in primary schools:

· Extra teaching time of the Greek language is provided for children who have a language background other than Greek. Additionally, help is provided for individual, cultural, professional and social development and translators are employed to support the communication between schools, teachers and families not using the Greek language at an adequate level.

· All pupils who are not Greek Orthodox are excluded from religious education lessons, after a written request from their parents or guardians and in classes where there is an adequate number of Turkish-Cypriot children they are taught in their mother tongue when other pupils have history and religious education 

· Free breakfast is provided to all Turkish speaking pupils who attend public primary schools around the island.

· Free lunch is provided to all Turkish-Cypriot pupils who attend all day public primary schools around the island.

· The adult education centres offer free of charge Turkish language and Greek language lessons to Turkish-Cypriot children and their parents.

· The ministry’s budget covers repairs and maintenance of Turkish-Cypriot schools in the government controlled area of Cyprus.
Zones of Educational Priority

The Ministry of Education and Culture in its effort to promote tolerance and dialogue and in order to eliminate stereotypes through education has set in effect the program for Zones of Educational Priority. The policy for the Zones of Educational Priority derived from the strategy of positive discrimination (UNESCO), which is consisted as the unequal treatment of inequalities. The criteria used for the determination of the Zones of Educational Priority were: the large proportion of Turkish Cypriots, Roma and immigrant students, and the high rates of school failure and drop-outs. The Ministry of Education and Culture provides additional resources to the vulnerable groups of schools which are included in the Zones of Educational Priority. 
Each ZEP consists of one gymnasium (lower secondary school), the main primary schools in its capture area and the main kindergartens linked with these primary schools, in degraded areas with a pupil population coming from families of a low socioeconomic and educational level. The criteria for defining an area as ZEP is a high record of school failure and functional illiteracy in the area’s school units, a high share of foreign or foreign language speaking pupils, a high number of drop-outs and high incidence of violent and offensive behaviour.
The ZEPs innovation was introduced as a pilot project in the school year 2003-2004 in two school complexes, one in Nicosia and one in Limassol, and it was expanded to one area in Paphos, in 2004-2005. These three ZEPs continued functioning during the school year 2006-2007.
The ZEPs General Objective

The general objective of ZEPs is the qualitative improvement of the educational system as a whole that is the maximization of its effectiveness to a degree leading all children to school success.
The ZEPs specific objectives are:

· The democratic school that functions for the social inclusion of all children and for combating ‘dropping out’ of the system and social exclusion. 

· A school system that respects differences, pluralism (cultural, language, religious) and multiple intelligence.

· The reduction of functional illiteracy until completion of primary education and its elimination until the end of the ten year compulsory education.

· The elimination of the drop-out phenomenon, especially during the ten year compulsory education.

· The drastic reduction of school failure at all levels of education.
Actions taken within the framework of ZEPs

During the pilot implementation of the ZEPs plan, the Ministry of Education took the following measures:
· Reduction of the number of children per classroom.

· Employment of teachers speaking the mother tongue of foreign language speaking pupils.

· Offer of free meals to underprivileged pupils at all-day schools.

· Offer of afternoon activities (groups, clubs) at the gymnasiums included in ZEPs.

· Posting of two educationists in each ZEP as coordinators.

· All-day functioning of the primary schools and gymnasiums covered by ZEPs

· Turkish speaking teacher for Turkish Cypriots 

· Free lunch for Turkish Cypriots 

· Mother tongue and cultural lessons for Turkish Cypriots 

· Evening classes for parents (Greek as a second language, cultural lessons, etc)

· Afternoon lessons for children learning Greek as a second or foreign language
Quantitative data and results

The pilot operation of ZEPs had, inter alias, the following positive results:
· In the school units covered by ZEPs there has been a reduction of pupil drop-outs, of school failure (referrals and repetitions) and of referrals to the Educational Psychology Service, as well as improvement of school success.

· Support of the foreign language speaking pupils has led to increasing their entry into the educational system of Cyprus, to reducing the number of drop-outs and to improving their performance.

· Increase of school presence and of the proportion of enrolment and attendance of Roma Students.
4. Support Measures
The Ministry of Education and Culture supports all the efforts of civil society for the promotion of cultural diversity, intercultural dialogue and social cohesion by providing funding, allowing access for gathering data from schools or granting permission to distribute informative material to teachers and students. Moreover, the Ministry has taken part in formulating the National Action Plan for Social Cohesion which was monitored by the Ministry of Labour and Social Insurance.
The Ministry encourages the development of interdisciplinary projects and of other school activities (student conferences and other activities, that are open or in cooperation with the local communities/civil society). 
Furthermore, the Ministry of Education and Culture which has undertaken the coordination of the action within the framework of the ‘European Year of Intercultural Dialogue 2008’ has formed the ‘National Coordination Body’ which, in its turn, formed a wider platform for the promotion of relevant activities. Various social bodies and NGOs participate in this platform.
The coordination between all ministries and national authorities concerned is made through meetings and direct communication among interested parties. Besides this, the Ministry of Education and Culture has stepped forward to the nomination of a committee for promoting Intercultural Education in which all departments are represented.
Especially for the ‘European Year of Intercultural Dialogue 2008’ the Ministry of Education and Culture undertook the coordination of the action of all the governmental bodies involved which are represented at the platform formed by the National Coordination Body.
The Ministry of Education and Culture designs educational policies and plans for supportive educational measures within the principles of intercultural education as its yardstick. Among these plans are the following:
Curriculum

To provide schools with a relevant intercultural curriculum. Arrangements should be made so that the school curriculum meets the changing needs of schools in Cyprus. Schools should be able to provide and deliver a broad and balanced curriculum, support the teaching and learning process with good pedagogical practices and appropriate teaching resources. Schools should be able to ensure equal access to the curriculum and achievement irrespective of the students´ gender, language, cultural or social background. 
Staff development

To provide school staff and other related professionals with the opportunity to further develop their awareness, knowledge and skills related with intercultural education. Awareness involves educators examining their own values, myths, stereotypes and world-view. Knowledge entails developing a non-stereotype, flexible understanding of cultural, social and family dynamics of diverse groups. Skills require the development of culturally sensitive, flexible and empowering methods to approach lessons from a multicultural perspective and also effective methods to teach Greek as a second language. 
The Pedagogical Institute which has the responsibility for in-service training organizes staff development activities for promoting all three facets of dealing with diversity: teaching, managing and enhancing diversity. Furthermore there are plans for promoting large-scale projects for intercultural education and communication.
Educational material

To design appropriate material that would accommodate the needs of non-native Greek speaking students. Provisions should be made so that not only the textbooks written for teaching Greek as a second language, but also all the educational material produced have a multicultural perspective. 
Student assessment

To design assessment procedures that are flexible, culturally sensitive and inclusive of specific factors, such as acculturation and language proficiency. Assessment procedures in multicultural schools need to reflect practices which:

· are culturally fair;

· acknowledge the knowledge base students from different language and cultural backgrounds bring with them to the classroom;

· address a variety of skills;

· are viewed not only as a measure of success, but as a point of reference for further development for both student learning and teaching approaches;

· include the student in the assessment procedure.
Parental and community participation

To establish ‘authentic’ relationships with parents and other members of the school and the local community. Given the fundamental role parents play in their children’s learning and adjustment procedures, provisions should be made so that schools incorporate strategies that bring parents closer to the school environment and offer them the opportunity to be involved in the life of the school. 
We could say that intercultural education offers a relevant view of educational purpose in an increasingly complex and changing world. The fact that great emphasis should be given to students with distinctive linguistic and cultural features is, at any rate, indisputable, since they are an integral part of the school population. Intercultural education is not a quick fix to the phenomenon that schools are facing. It does, however, provide a map from which to chart the future and it can help educators and communities challenge arrangements that reproduce inequalities.
Furthermore, the Ministry of Education and Culture, through the Pedagogical Institute, supports all research efforts which focus on intercultural dialogue and/or intercultural education. As of today a number of research activities have been funded and various reports have been published with findings of research on schools under the project called ‘MERA’ which involves students in research. This project is co-organised by the state funded Institute for the Promotion of Research (IPE), the Pedagogical Institute and the University of Cyprus. 
All work done has been promoted through particular projects that the Pedagogical Institute organized: Intervention programme on home-school relations in promoting intercultural education, Evaluation of the use of a TV series in promoting intercultural education, pre-primary school teachers´ perceptions on intercultural education in-service training.
5. Assessment

Assessment of Special Educational Needs – The Law for the Education and Training of Children with Special Needs (113(I)/1999)

As from September 2001, the Ministry of Education and Culture, has put into effect the Education and Training of Children with Special Needs Law 1999 [113(I)/1999], the Mechanisms for Early Detection of Children with Special Needs [185(I)2001] and the Regulations for Education and Training of Children with Special Needs [186(I)2001], which support the application of the Law.
Children with special needs are educated in public schools, which are equipped with the suitable infrastructure, according to the Law for special education. The majority of children with special educational needs are educated within the mainstream classroom. Special educational provision is also given in special units at mainstream schools. These children are assigned to a mainstream class where they can attend integrated lessons and participate in celebratory or festive events.
Children with severe difficulties are educated in special schools, which are equipped with the appropriate staff (psychologists, speech therapists, doctors, physiotherapists and other specialists as well as auxiliary staff) in order to support and provide essential means to achieve their mission.
The educational and other needs of children in nursery schools, primary schools,

special units in primary schools and in special schools are being met through programmes for Special Education. A number of 434 teachers of various specialties (teachers for intellectual, sentimental and other problems, teachers for the deaf, the blind, special gymnastics, music therapy, work therapy, speech therapy, educational psychology, audiology and physiotherapy), work to support and meet the educational needs of children with special needs.
The Ministry of Education and Culture aims at reinforcing the awareness and sensitivity of School Inspectors, School Principals, class teachers and teachers of Special Education on the providences of the Law and their obligations towards children with special needs attending their schools. This objective is achieved through in-service training seminars and personal contacts with people involved in the subject (Inspectors of Special Education, educational psychologists, joining officials and teachers of Special Education).
The Education and Training of Children with Special Needs Law of 1999, is the legislative framework which regulates the detection of children with special educational needs, the educational resources to meet their needs and the ongoing evaluation of the student’s progress. A student can be said to have a special educational need if he/she has significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of students of a similar age or if a disability prevents or impedes him/her from using the standard educational facilities and resources available in mainstream schools. 

Special educational services are provided free of charge by the state to those students in need of them between the ages of 3 and 18 years (extension of education up to 21 years can be provided where it is deemed necessary). 
Pursuant to Law 113(I)/1999, as amended, in each educational area, a District Committee is established which examines the cases of referred children and makes proposals to the directors of the relevant ranks of education regarding placement and educational provision. The District Committee has the duty to efficiently evaluate the needs of any student considered to have special needs. The evaluation of any student is carried out by a multi-subject team including a psychologist specialist, a teacher of special education, a doctor, a speech pathologist and any other specialist as the case may need. Students, to whom special education and training has been determined, attend ordinary schools, special units or special schools with appropriate infrastructure, adapted to their own needs and to their individual program, which is set up by the joining officials, in cooperation with the teachers and parents of the child. The child’s progress is supervised by the same officials.

Immigrant pupils are requested to bring their birth certificate in order to enroll in a public school, but they will not be rejected if they do not have one for any reason. So, there is really no information about the child as far as education is concerned. Therefore, immigrant pupils with SEN are detected, evaluated, assessed and offered special education as described in the above law, without distinguishing them from the native pupil population.
6. Further Developments
Within the framework of the Educational Reform which is undertaken in Cyprus, a new Strategic Plan for Education is being discussed at the moment. One of the five main goals mentioned in this Plan is to recognize and face diversity in the school population.
The Strategic Plan for Multicultural Education includes:

· Special programs for welcoming non-native Greek speakers which will include measures for providing in different languages information on the educational system of Cyprus, rights and regulations and other information, lessons to pupils about their new school, meetings with parents, provision of translators to parents in order to communicate with teachers

· A short program for intensive learning lessons of the Greek language to non-Greek speaking pupils

To achieve better results, the Strategic Plan pays special attention to the training of teachers for teaching Greek as a second and/or foreign language.
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