


 Great concerns about the assumptions lying 
behind much past thinking and practice in 
the SEN field; 

  Instead of signifying belonging & entitlement, 
the terms “special” and “needs” are viewed 
as weasel words with connotations of 
helplessness and inadequacy(Salmon,1995, 
p73); 



 A group of children/young people can be 
identified who are special 

 Difficulties experienced by certain pupils are 
explained in terms of certain characteristics 
that appear to inhibit their progress e.g. 
disabilities, home background, intellectual 
ability 



  These children need special teaching in response 
to their problems 

  It is best to teach children with similar problems 
together 

  Other children are normal and benefit from 
existing teaching 



 Every adult and child, without exception, 
experiences learning difficulties in particular 
circumstances - and consequently have  
additional support for learning requirements  

 We are not talking about a relatively small 
number of students, but any student who is 
perceived by his/her teacher to be having 
difficulties 







Diagnosis 
Labeling 
Impairment becomes focus of attention 
Assessment, monitoring, programmes of therapy 
imposed 
Segregation and alternative services 
Ordinary needs put on hold 
Re-entry if normal enough or permanent exclusion 
Society remains unchanged 
Child is faulty 



Child is Valued 
Strengths and Needs defined by self and others 
Child is Valued 
Identify Barriers and develop solutions 
Outcome based programmes designed  
Resources are made available to Ordinary services  
Training for Parents and Professionals  
Relationships are nurtured  
Diversity welcomed: Child is Included  
Society evolves  









INCLUSION 

 Children & young 
people do not have 
barriers to learning; 
barriers are 
created by people 
and systems 



INCLUSION 
 Adapting the 

cultures, curricula 
and communities of 
schools 

  Increase the 
participation of all 
students - 
particularly those “at 
risk” of being 
marginalised 



INCLUSION 

Intelligence as 
malleable 

Development of 
thinking skills, 
meta-cognition 
etc 



INCLUSION 

 Seek to develop new 
teaching responses 
that stimulate and 
support the 
participation of all 
students and 
overcome the 
barriers to 
participation 



INCLUSION 



   “a process of addressing and responding to the 
diversity of needs of all learners through 
increasing participation in learning, cultures and 
communities, and reducing exclusion within and 
from education. It involves changes and 
modifications in content, approaches, structures 
and strategies, with a common vision which 
covers all children of the appropriate age range 
and a conviction that it is the responsibility of the 
regular system to educate all 
children” (UNESCO, 2005) 

An evolving vision of inclusive education 









  Designed to take advantage of 
a feature unique to 1- year ITT 
programmes. That is, the 
nature of the life-experiences 
of trainees - many of whom 
have competencies working for 
and with children past the 
novice stage  

  (adding extra variation to the 
learning repertoires of 
appropriately experienced 
trainees - see op) 





 We expect that those taking this programme 
would be very well placed to secure posts 
within school subject departments where 
there was a particular or urgent need for 
someone to take departmental responsibility 
for developing inclusive practices and 
contribute to  departmental schemes of 
work for pupils whose progress was of 
concern, or were “at risk” of  becoming 
disengaged from learning 











Surely in this day and age every child deserves the right to get 
the same education regardless of their abilities or indeed 
disabilities. I agree with Ballard’s view that inclusion involves 
all students in a community with no exceptions. School is a 
community and therefore every child should have the 
opportunity to be educated within that community. The idea 
that people are “uneducable” is absolutely ludicrous, they can 
teach parrots to speak but yet they don’t think a child with 
special needs can be taught the same things in the same 
environment by the same person as a “normal” child. Time to 
get with the programme folks! There is no such thing as a 
“normal” child or a “normal” school. If you look closely every 
child has a special need at some stage in their school lives so 
should we have a different school for every single child in the 
world. I hardly think so! 
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