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Questionnaire- Local information;

Vilnius, capital of Lithuania

1. Population

Q.1. Short description of the population concerned by this analysis. Please use as a reference, globally or partly, the operational definition discussed in Brussels.

According to the law of the Lithuanian Republic about the legal status of foreigners, s/he is a person who is not a citizen of the Lithuanian Republic despite the fact that s/he is a citizen of another state or not; or using a different or similar language to the Lithuanian language.
An asylum seeker is a foreigner who has, according to the acting law of the Lithuanian republic, submitted a document in order to apply for asylum and is still waiting for the final decision.
2. Data 

(related to pupils in compulsory education, school year 2005/2006)

General data:

Q.2. Data concerning number of immigrant pupils.

In Vilnius (capital of Lithuania) there are 183 immigrant pupils in compulsory education.

Specific data:

Q.3. Data concerning number and % of immigrant pupils with SEN in mainstream schools, compared to number and % of non-immigrant pupils with SEN in mainstream schools? 

0,04% of immigrant pupils with SEN are in Vilnius mainstream schools.

93,7% non- immigrant pupils with SEN are in Vilnius mainstream schools.

Q.4. Data concerning number and % of immigrant pupils with SEN in special schools, compared to number and % of non-immigrant pupils with SEN in special schools.

6,3% non-immigrant pupils with SEN are in Vilnius special schools. 

There are no immigrant pupils with SEN in Vilnius special schools according to the data of the municipality.
Q.5. If no data is available, what is the reason for the lack of information?

There were not many immigrant pupils in compulsory schools in general in Vilnius and therefore the situation of immigrant pupils with SEN was not specified or discussed widely. Therefore we lack information.

3. Provisions

Q.6. Which types of educational provisions are offered to immigrant pupils and their families?

The financial support for educational provision offered to immigrant pupils is 10%-20% higher than the support offered to Lithuanian pupils.

Q.7. Which services are responsible for and how do they co-operate? To which extent do these provisions differ from the ones provided to the local population?

The Ministry of Education and Science of the Lithuanian Republic, municipalities and schools are responsible for the education of immigrant pupils.

The Ministry of Education and Science of the Lithuanian Republic:

· provides the required legislation, regulations that are important while receiving immigrant pupils at school, assessing their educational level and organising the teaching process (preparatory classes of different subjects, one year preparatory course in the Lithuanian language);
· organises the process of writing and publishing the curriculum and textbooks for immigrant pupils in the Lithuanian language and culture;
· initiates seminars for teachers teaching immigrant pupils and organises the process of supervision in the teaching process of immigrant pupils;
· collects the data which concerns the situation of immigrant pupils (number of pupils in schools, countries from which they arrived, their native languages, languages they speak etc.) from all municipalities of Lithuania;
· initiates investigations of the situation concerning the education of immigrant pupils.

Municipalities:

· appoint a person who is responsible for organising the teaching process of immigrant pupils; provide help when needed (e.g. provide the needed financial support for a special one year preparatory course in the Lithuanian language);
· collect data from schools (number of immigrant pupils, countries they come from, languages they speak, their native language, the period of time they and their families are planning to stay in Lithuania.

Schools:

· organise a special board to evaluate achievements of immigrant pupils;
· organise special one year preparatory courses of the Lithuanian language; prepare individual study curriculum for pupils if it is needed;
· organise Lithuanian language lessons for the parents or special pre-school groups for children who do not speak Lithuanian. 
· Provide information for the parents.

Q.8. Describe in which way services provide information to parents and to which extent families are involved.

School teachers and director assistant who are responsible for the process of education of immigrant pupils, provide information to parents.

Parents are invited to meetings at school and school entertainment events.
Q.9. Can you describe the financial implications regarding provisions available to immigrant pupils with SEN and their families?

To further improve the system of financing of the education system: from the year 2007 plus ~33% was allocated to the funding of the so-called ‘back-packs’ for each pupil with SEN in a mainstream setting. Some funding from these ‘back packs’ may go to funding of local Pedagogical Psychological Services (PPS), teacher assistants, additional pedagogical and psychological assistance, text books etc. 

There is no special financial support for Immigrant pupils with SEN. Immigrant pupils with SEN get the same financial provision as Lithuanian Pupils with SEN.

4. Support measures

Q.10. Can you list the main problems faced by schools, teachers, pupils and families.

There are no special national legislations, regulations and/or existing recommendations in relation to immigrant pupils with SEN and their families. Existing national legislation, regulations and recommendations in relation both to immigrant pupils and Lithuanian pupils with SEN are used while treating immigrant pupils with SEN.

We have problems listed by experts related to this project questionnaire received from the Municipal Pedagogical Psychological Service:

· it is difficult to distinguish language impairment (immigrant pupils with SEN) and difficulties to learn the Lithuanian language (therefore immigrant pupils with SEN are not offered to contact the experts of the Municipal Pedagogical Psychological Services to ask for a consultation).
The other problems are: 

· adaptation problems within the school environment;

· lack of motivation for learning;

· lack of manual, methodical support;
· lack of competent teachers who can teach immigrants pupils with SEN;
· lack of team work experts at schools for the adaptation and implementation of training programs.
Q.11. According to the existing local information, do you have results regarding support measures provided to/by the school, to/by the teachers and to the pupils? Please, detail them.

No, we do not have any.

Q.12. Please describe success factors and obstacles related to an inclusive learning environment in the frame of a multi-cultural class.

There is no information about the learning process of immigrant pupils with SEN.

Q.13. Can you provide references to some conducted or planned evaluation on this issue (if any)?

The questionnaire of November 2006 received from Municipal Pedagogical Psychological Services.

5. Assessment

Q.14. Can you describe the assessment tools used in order to identify the needs and abilities of immigrant pupils with SEN?

The educational achievement of immigrant pupils is determined at the school that they attend.

If the pupils have SEN the board of Special Education is involved in the assessment procedure.

Certain forms (approved by the Ministry of Education and Science) are filled in.

If the indicated period is over and a pupil still cannot cope with the teaching requirements and achieves low results, then the School Special Needs Education Commission recommends that the parents apply for further assessment to the local pedagogical psychological service (PPC ). After further assessment and evaluation a team of specialists working at each PPC give recommendations to the parents and the pupil’s school. It is indicated what kind of special assistance and educational curriculum is required.

There is no special law for Immigrant pupils with SEN. The same Law on Special Education (1998) which is used for Lithuanian pupils with SEN is available to immigrants with SEN.

Q.15. Can you describe how barriers, such as the linguistic one, are taken into consideration?

Some tests are translated into the Russian language or non verbal tests are used.

Q.16. How does assessment take place when immigrant pupils with SEN enter the educational system. What kind of documents (if any) are immigrant parents expected to bring from one country to another?

The Municipal Pedagogical Psychological services investigate, assess and suggest an educational curriculum only after agreement with the pupil’s parents.

Q.17. Can you describe who is involved in the assessment procedure (role of schools, assessment services, etc)?

The Board of Special Education is involved in the assessment procedure.

The members of the Board of Special Education are amongst others: the School Director or Assistant Director for Education, experts such as a psychologist, a special teacher, a speech therapist and a school teacher.






























































































� In the sense of general available actions or measures offered to families or individuals.





PAGE  
5

[image: image1.jpg]