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PORTUGAL

(The replies to the questionnaire were framed mostly in the reference questions related to «local information» except Q1. and Q2.1. National data presented, excluding autonomous regions of Madeira and Azores)

1. Population

Q.1. National definition of immigrant

Portugal adopts the legal concept of EU immigrant:

‘National from a third country outside the EU, who has the intention to settle in Portugal for more than one year.

Q.2.1. Description of types and characteristics of the immigrant population

1980 –  50 000 immigrants in Portugal

1990 – 108 000

2000 – 208 000

2006 – 410 000


= 5% of the resident population


= 10% of the active population

No official data about illegal citizens living in Portugal.

Most representative groups:

Brazil (16,54%), Ukraine (14,22%), Cape Verde (13,73%), Angola (7,52%)

Table 1: Number, country of origin and status of immigrants in Portugal

	Origin
	Brasil
	Ukraine
	Cape Verde
	Angola

	Residence permits
	39.769
	19167
	57.339
	28718

	Extensions of permanent

residence
	7719
	10426
	1.882
	1554

	Extensions of Long Term Visa
	17975
	8258
	6264
	2943

	TOTAL
	65463
	37851
	65485
	33215


The three districts with the most immigrant population:

Lisbon (200.500); Faro (49.000); Setúbal (42.200)

Some more data:

In the compulsory school years, 140 minorities were identified, speaking about 230 different languages. 

In Portugal, about 90 thousand pupils attending the Kindergarten and the compulsory school years (from 6 to 15 years old), are of foreign origin or children of foreigners or children of Portuguese emigrants. 

All these children and young people, until the age of 15, represent approximately 3% of the pupil population. The total number of immigrant pupils being less then 3% of the pupil population is not available for the school year 2005/2006.

Q.2.2. Short description of the population concerned by the analysis

The following data was obtained through a questionnaire applied by the Ministry of Education/SEM Dept, in collaboration with ACIDI (Immigration and Intercultural Dialogue High Commission), in May/June 2006.

Target inquiry – school management and SEN support services for children from 0 to 6 years old.

Aim of the study

To collect information about the situation of education for immigrant children with SEN and young people in order to define and implement strategic school-based support measures that help achieve quality in education.

Target Population:

The national population of immigrant children, from early age to the end of secondary education, identified as having SEN and that, during the school year 2005/2006, have received any SE support at home, in play centers, nurseries, pre-primary schools, basic/secondary or special schools.

Concept Definition of immigrant children and young people:


‘An immigrant child is a child from any other country (in or outside Europe) whose parents or grandparents have settled in Portugal, or who are seeking asylum, have refugee status, or are irregular immigrants.’
 

Working Tools:

For the present study three different questionnaires were prepared to address the immigration issue of:

· Children from 0 to 6 years of age (outside the compulsory school system);

· Pupils in the national school system (mainstream schools);

· Pupils attending special schools.

2. Data

Specific data

Q.3. Data concerning number and % of immigrant pupils with SEN in mainstream schools, compared to number and % of non-immigrant pupils with SEN in mainstream schools.

Q.4. Data concerning number and % of immigrant pupils with SEN in special schools, compared to number and % of non-immigrant pupils with SEN in special schools.

Information collected regarding 1156 immigrant children and young people, distributed by age group:

Table 2: Number of immigrant children according to their age group

	Age group
	N. children

	0-6
	155

	7,-16
	904

	17-25
	91

	26 and over
	6

	Total
	1156


With regards to the national origin of the parents of these children and young people, the majority come from Portuguese spoken countries, in spite of the significant growth of Eastern European countries population, as can be verified in the following table:
Table 3: Countries of origin of the parents

	Countries of origin
	Father
	Mother

	Germany
	6
	7

	Angola
	181
	192

	Brazil
	67
	74

	Bulgaria
	6
	6

	Cape Verde
	401
	360

	China
	5
	5

	Spain
	2
	7

	France
	6
	8

	Guinea
	140
	136

	Netherlands
	2
	2

	India
	5
	6

	United Kingdom
	9
	6

	Morocco
	8
	9

	Mozambique
	16
	23

	Moldavia
	10
	10

	Portugal
	75
	93

	Romania
	16
	16

	Russia
	2
	6

	S.Tome
	116
	128

	Ukraine
	19
	19

	Other
	26
	22

	Total
	1118
	1135


The questionnaires required that the respective language level of pupils would be filled in according to an adapted version of the ‘Self-Assessment Grid – Portuguese Transition – Council of Europe’. Data gathered on this issue is as follows:
Table 4: Portuguese language level

	Linguistic Aspects
	level 0
	level A1
	level B1
	level C1

	Language comprehension
	64
	437
	521
	120

	Interaction
	80
	527
	422
	110

	Production
	121
	553
	405
	56

	Total
	265
	1517
	1348
	286


Based on this data, we conclude that the majority of the population has an average level of competences in the Portuguese language. A low number present lower (Level 0) or higher (Level C) competences.

Considering SEN typologies, the majority of these pupils have mental disabilities, followed by emotional and language problems. Hearing and vision impairments as well as severe development problems are not so significant.
Table 5: Number of immigrant children according to their SEN typologies

	SEN typologies
	No. children/youth

	Sensory /Hearing
	31

	Sensory/Vision
	18

	Sensory/Hearing-Vision
	5

	Movement
	44

	Mental
	497

	Emotional
	208

	Health
	56

	Communication/Language and speech
	243

	Mental/movement/sensory
	39

	Severe risk of development retardation
	8


Only 62 of these children/young people are attending special schools for SNE.

All the others are integrated in mainstream schools. They correspond to 3,6% of the total number of pupils with SEN in mainstream schools and are distributed by school levels as follows:
Table 6: Number of immigrant children according to their school level

	Education/school level
	Pre School
	Primary School
	Secondary School

	No. pupils
	134
	798
	147


3. Provisions

Q.6. Which types of educational provisions are offered to immigrant pupils and their families?

The legal framework is the same as for other pupils regards language, the same law is applied for all immigrant and foreign children in Portuguese schools.

The existing law dates back to 2006 and applies to all pupils in the Portuguese education system, whose mother language is not Portuguese.
As the Portuguese education system is an inclusive system, these pupils are integrated into mainstream classrooms, with special language support foreseen under the European language framework with intervention at the three linguistic proficiency levels: a) initiation (A1 e A2); b) intermediate (B1); c) advanced (B2 e C1).

Each school is entitled to a diagnostic assessment of the pupil and determinates the necessary support according to it, namely:  

· 90 minutes per week of Portuguese as the foreign language for pupils in initial or intermediate levels;

· For advanced level pupils, each school can decide which curricula enrichment activities can be adopted.

Q.7. Which services are responsible for and how do they co-operate?

The school management and the Portuguese language teacher are responsible for it.

Q.8. Describe in which way services provide information to parents and to which extent families are involved.

Activities have to be planned, implemented and assessed in collaboration with education technical staff, involving parents and pupils.

Q.9. Can you describe the financial implications regarding provisions available to immigrant pupils with SEN and their families?

(Data not available)
4. Support measures

Q.10. Can you list the main problems faced by teachers, pupils and families?

The main problem is the language issue, since the respective law was recently approved and has not produced the necessary effects yet.

Q.11. According to the existing local information do you have results regarding support measures provided to/by the school, to/be the teachers and to the pupils. Please detail them.

Measures applied to these pupils are the same as for the rest of the SEN population. We can verify the number of pupils that benefit from each one of these measures in the following table:
Table 7: Measures applied to the immigrant pupils with SNE

	Measures Special Education
	No pupils

	Compensatory special equipment
	82

	Curricula Adaptations
	518

	Material Adaptations
	57

	Enrolment special conditions
	68

	Attendance special conditions
	37

	Assessment special conditions
	722

	Classroom organization adjustment 
	670

	Supplementary pedagogical support
	556

	Special teaching
	606


Regarding intervention contexts we realize, according to the data on the next table, that the majority of pupils are supported within the classroom or in support rooms:
Table 8: Intervention contexts for the immigrant pupils with SNE

	Intervention contexts
	No pupils

	Classroom
	802

	Support room
	738

	Special units
	23

	Home
	18

	Nursery
	12

	Other
	307


Finally, we present a table with the distribution of the number of professional staff involved in the support of these pupils:
Table 9: number of professional staff involved in the support of the immigrant pupils with SNE

	Professional Staff
	No

	Mainstream teachers
	1109

	Special Needs teachers
	1100

	Psychologists
	404

	Speech therapists
	145

	Physiotherapists
	51

	Social security staff
	125

	Pedagogical support staff
	134

	Occupational therapists
	54

	Other
	329


Q.12. Please, describe success factors and obstacles related to an inclusive learning environment in the frame of a multicultural class.

(Doesn’t apply)

Q.13. Can you provide references to some conducted or planned evaluation on this issue (if any)?

The evaluation is based on the final treatment of the data on this questionnaire. The report will be published by the end of 2008.

5. Assessment

Q.14. Can you describe the assessment tools used in order to identify the needs and abilities of immigrant pupils with SEN.

Q.15. Can you describe how barriers, such as the linguistic one, is taken into consideration?

Q.16. How does assessment take place when immigrant pupils with SEN enter the educational system. What kind of documents (if any) are immigrant parents expected to bring from one country to another?

Q.17. Can you describe who is involved in the assessment procedure (role of schools, assessment services, etc)

In each school/cluster of schools there is a SEN Department which supplies every pupil/student with the SNE assessment instruments, which apply as well to immigrant children. When necessary, due to language barriers, one may resort to Portuguese language teachers, socio-cultural mediators or other Professional staff.

Children with SEN entering the education system must be referred in order to plan their multidisciplinary assessment and to elaborate the respective Individual Educational Plan. Family, each pupil’s teacher and professional staff that intervene in special education must be involved in this process.

No documents are required from the immigrant parents of children with SEN when they arrive in Portugal. Every child has the right to enrol in a school. 






























































































� Source: SEF, 2006


� Integrating Immigrant Children into Schools in Europe, Eurydice – 2004 (adapted)
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