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Rationale

The assignment | will present is part of my assessment profile for the PGCE course at the University of Ulster. It is
a Webfolio (e-portfolio in web-based format) and is essentially a ‘reflective journal’ of my experiences in learning to
teach in a special needs context. It is also a record of my professional development in this area. The Webfolio
provides a platform on which to document my SEN experiences, primarily the context of teaching but also what |

learned from the university seminars and other aspects of my school placements.

Overview

The Webfolio began by setting out my initial action plan...a SWOT analysis or a ‘snap shot’ of where | was in
September with regards to SEN. In it, | set out some personal goals along with other goals set in coordination with
my school placement SENCO. In this action plan there is also a list of supporting resources from which | could
draw condition-specific material from. A large proportion of the assignment is directed towards two case study
pupils (both at stage 5 of the SEN assessment process). | had the opportunity to teach these children during my
first PGCE school placement. The two conditions (Moderate Learning Difficulties and Spina Bifida /
Hydrocephalus) contrasted greatly and consequently the teaching strategies | used to support their learning
differed. | will demonstrate how each case study is presented in the Webfolio initially as a condition overview, then
the teaching strategies and resources | used (successful and unsuccessful) to engage these pupils in their
learning. The strategies were developed partly to meet short and long term IEP (Individual Education Plan)
objectives. Part of the assignment was to focus on one case study in particular and to design a teaching resource
that would address and support a particular need or area of difficulty within one area of my subject. | chose to
develop a sketching resource targeting the visual perception of the pupil with Spina Bifida / Hydrocephalus and a
section of the Webfolio documents three proposed lessons along with teaching resources to facilitate this. The
interactivity of the Webfolio allowed me to invite a paediatric occupational therapist to review these proposals and

evaluate their effectiveness.

What | am learning?

Aside from the obvious IT skills | am developing whilst constructing the Webfolio, | believe that being able to
interactively document my SEN teaching and learning experiences at a micro level served to both scaffold and
instruct my own learning in this subject area. | found | became increasingly aware of integration of children with
special needs in the rest of my timetabled classes. The assignment also meant | became more departmentally
active as it often led to discussions / observations in other subject areas to see how others approached similar

aspects of differentiation in an SEN context....thus promoting ‘sharing good practice’.

What will | take from the assignment?

| feel that through the assignment | have gained confidence in my own teaching ability in an integrated SEN
context. It presented me with a rare opportunity to examine SEN in this increasingly inclusive age as well as
allowing me to develop and implement my own teaching and learning strategies in this area. | guess you could
say that it has ignited my passion for the subject area and also documented my experiences for prospective

employers within this area of education to view.
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Planning
Setting the Scene... My name is Neil Gordon and this is my AEN e-portfolio. Th_ls
Webfolio forms part of my AEN assignment completed during
Case Study 1 - Pupil with my Technology and Design PGCE at the University of Ulster
Moderate Learning during the academic year 2009/10.
Difficulties (MLD)
. By way of introduction, my involvement with AEN has been
Case Study 1 - Teaching y way my ’
: very limited prior to beginning my teaching career. I came
strategies & resources
from a career in the construction industry into teaching and
Case Study 2 - Pupil with as such see developing my AEN knowledge, understanding
Spina Bifida and and teaching skills as parmount in our increasingly 'inclusive’
Hydrocephalus education system. This Webfolio aims to be a reflective
~ . journal of my experiences gained through school
ez SFUdY 2 - Teaching placements, university seminars and teaching practice.
strategies & resources
Case Study 2 - Visual 1 hope you enjoy the Webfolio and if you would like to
Perception Development comment, please use the blog tools at the bottom of any
) page. Alternatively you can contact me via email by clicking here.
AEN overview
Reflection
Teaching Competencies
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Introduction . . 1
Case Study 2 - Visual Perception Development
Planning
O O E This page of the Webfolio outlines 3 potential teaching resource in
response to assignment two of the PGCE subject extension —
Case Study 1 - Pupil vith *Applying Special Needs in the Classroom’. I have chosen to
Moderate Learning develop a short teaching resource that vill develop the visual
Difficulties (MLD) perception of the pupil vith spina bifida and hydrocephalus whom 1
: : taught during my first PGCE school placement and who has been a
;f:fe::;‘:‘;‘reszsi‘:s"g focus of my teaching / learning in case study 2 of this Webfolio.
Case Study 2 - Pupil vith Why develop visual perception?
Spina Bifida and 1 chose to develop this area for pupil development in accordance
Hydrocephalus vith the pupils IEP and also because hand-eye coordination vas an
B . area of concern during the majority of practical work vith this
i particular pupil. This is an area vhere other pupils can benefit too
strategies & resources and as such the resource is presented to include the whole class in tasks although it could be
Case Study 2 - Visual adapted for individual target setting if required.
Perception Development
- What's the resource?
AEN overview 1 have chosen sketching as an area vithin my subject to target this pupil’s learning difficulties
o — and also contribute to the development of draving and spatial skills which are important areas of
technology and design under the banner of the new NI curriculum. As Orde notes in her research
Teaching Competencies paper 'Draving as a Visual-Perceptual and Spatial Ability Training’ (1997), ‘academic, career,
schooling, and visual decisions along with visual and verbal communication are just some of the
everyday skills hich require space, distance, and directional capabilities all of which depend on
or are related to spatial abilities’. Orde questions why the US education system does not place
more emphasis on the development of visual-perception skills and suggests that draving is the
single most effactive method of developing such skills as it not only develops fine motor skills
but it can *..effectively train spatial / percaptual abilities, promote visual literacy, and enhance
intellectual performance’. The new NI curriculum does seek to develop sketching as a more
prominent design communication technique and as such this resource follovs that framevork.
I have chosen to deliver this resource over three lessons as outlined below. It is important to
note that these lessons were developed post school placement and as such did not 'go live”. T have
hovever adherad to the strict lesson structure and classroom routine that vas a theme
throughout my first PGCE school placement. v
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Figure 2: Case study two visual perception development
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Subject: Re: Case Study 2 - Visual Perception Development /\
Posted by: Caroline Tester on 01 March 2010 22:59
After reading the 3-part lesson, designed to improve the visual perceptual and eye-hand coordination skills for a
child vith Spina Bifida, I feel that the lessons offer a good opportunity to develop each of these skill areas.
Lesson 1 encourages the pupil to exercise his/her visual motor integration skills. He/she must create a 3D form,
interpret the visual information and re-create it onto paper using motor/sketching skills.
Lesson 2 requires the use of visual closure skills. The pupil must understand how individual simple forms, put
together in a certain vay, have the potential to form a whole sketch vith increasing complexity and dimension.
Lesson 3 is designed to test the sffectivanss of the lasson plans on developing the pupils sketching abilty with the
use of visua I feel that i the use of 3D forms and sequential learning methods
encourages the pupil to understand how paper sketches are used in order to re-create actual 3D items using a step
by step guide. The lessons also offer a wealth of opportunity to improve pencil control and creativity.
1 believe that the above lesson plans would therefore produce successful results.
Caroline Tester
Paediatric Occupational Therapist
Reply | Remove
Subject: Re: Case Study 2 - Visual Perception Development A
Posted by: Olivia Crilly on 02 March 2010 10:24
Neil this webfolio is very impressive and I really like how you drew on research done through the SEN course vith your
use of Dave's MLD leaflet. You have certainly covered the teaching implications in great depth which shovs the depth
of knovedge you have gained.
I wonder did you cover the resources etc... from SEN2 in the second parts of you case studies or is this simply
another part of your evidence and learning?
Rep\y | Remove
Subject: Re: Re: Case Study 2 - Visual Perception Development
Pns!ed bv' Netl Gordon on 02 March 2010 13:31
Olivia,
Thanks for the positive feedback. In response to your query, I used the second part of each case study page to
highlight any resources / evidence which 1 had gathered to explain how I went about teaching these particular
pupils. I then chose to focus on one case study (for the second assignment) and designed three lessons that =
could potentially be used to develop this pupil in areas outlined in their IEP i.e. visual perception. I must add
that these vere not taught and as such are untested although research has shovn these draving methods to be
effective.
Thanks,
Neil
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Reflection
Planning
§ From teaching experiences so far and through the creation of
EEHT TR this Webfolio I feel that 1 have achisved my initial target, as
Case Study 1 - Pupil outlined on my zction plan, of developing the skills necessary
Moderate Learning to teach children with AEN effectively and engage these pupils
Difficulties (MLD) in their education.
CaseStudy 1-Teaching iy initial apprehensive and slightly nervous feelings upon
2! entering this complex side of education need not have been
CaseStudy 2- Pupil with  such as I feel I gained confidence, knowledge and contacts
Spina Bifida and throughout the school as my time on placement has \ =
<d. From with and the |
§ SENCO, it s clear that AEN is an ever changing element within
Case Study 2 - Teaching our education systam and something that needs to be kept at
strategies & resources the forefront of every teacher's preparation if they are to
Case Study 2 - Visual successfully engage all leamers entering their classroom.
Perception Development
Below I have set out some key points that I hope will guide and develop my planning and future
AEN overview development in this area as my career progresses:
Reflection
« Develop a sound knowledge and understanding of pupils and their conditions, but be aware
Teaching Competencies that intimate knowledge takes time to acquire.
+ Provide differentiation between classes and individual pupils.
« Set relative and attainable targets during lessons bearing in mind long term goals.
« Have 2 positive reinforcement structure in place.
+ Establish dialogue with teaching colleagues and senior teachers within the school...don't
be afraid to ask for help.
+ Manage, support and encourage classroom support assistants.
+ Be aware of the ‘whole school' involvement in a pupils learning process.
+ In order for teachers to prepare to teach any pupil, we must have an accurate
understanding of their individual differences as leamers.
In summary, from my teaching experiences sa far I have found that goog AEN teaching |
learning and classroom managem: and in hand. If we teach in an mlerss!mg way :nd
creata's porposatl clasarosrs smosshara within 3 well organised lessan. ol pupis
teachers can benefit. It has been claimed by leading authors on the subject that by Raving AEN
pupils within a mainstream classroom it _wil tax the ingenuity and creativity of teachers quite
eavily..” but I want to conclude this Webfolio by asking the question. "I this not what good
teaching is anyway, to be able to rise up to the modern challenge of creative and intuitive teaching
and to make learning accessible for all?”
¥
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Figure 4: An illustration of my reflections
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