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  Overview of presentation 
• Context  

• Description  of  national  activity 

• Details  on  the  process, including  evidence  of ma terials  used 

• Evaluation, feedback  and  future  plans 

• Challenges  /  barriers  encountered, and  solutions  at  each  stage 



  

            
         
   

         
            

         
             

         

Context: Autism Unit in a mainstream setting 

In line with the National Inclusion Policy, all learners should have access to 
quality instruction, intervention and support to experience success in learning 
within a high-quality inclusive education system. The mainstream class might 
not always meet effectively all learners’ diversity, particularly those of learners 
on the autism spectrum. Thus, some children might need to receive part of 
their educational provision in a specialised class within the mainstream 
setting, to ensure that they can have more support and access to a more 
meaningful curriculum and, at the same time, join mainstream classes for 
specific lessons. 



 A pilot project 
• A research project took place  

before setting up of the unit  
(including  various  stakeholders:  
Educators, learners, professionals  
and  parents) 

• Piloted  in  two m iddle  schools  in  
Malta 

• Research  took  place  in  one  Reach  
Unit 



Rationale 
Reach Units  shall  support  learners  with disabilities by: 

• allowing  them  to  develop  to  their full  learning  potential, in  a  calm  environment  that  
offers  structure, clarity  and  predictability; 

• facilitating  optimum  inclusion  as  part  of t he sc hool  community  with  access  to  
mainstream  educational  and  social  learning  opportunities  that  are a vailable an d  that  are  
deemed  appropriate t o  the h olistic  development  of t he le arner;  

• scheduling  individual  timetables  when  learners  attend  classes  both  in  the m ainstream  
school  and  in  the A utism  Unit.  Break  time is   also  another opportunity  where le arners  
mix  with  learners  from  the m ainstream  in  the c ommon  area  of t he U nit. 



        
    

     
           

           
        

       
           

            
         

Focus groups for parents on hearing the voices 
of families and learners in the Reach Unit 
Main aim of the workshop events: A full evaluation of the Unit after one 
academic year of operation, to enable change to be generated, to improve the 
day-to-day functioning of the Unit, and possibly expand its use within the 
context of other learners and teachers in the school. 

Methodology: Qualitative, to gain knowledge and understanding of the 
experiences of learners in the Unit and their families, since transition from 
primary school. 

Methods: Focus group meetings with parents of the learners in one of the 
two units. Group activities and some individual activities with individual 
learner. 



Participants 

• 4 out of 5 parents participated in the focus group session. 

• 5 learners participated in the activity carried out in class. 



 The process – the parents 

• One focus group session was held with the parents for a focus group. 

• Questions were prepared to facilitate discussion. 



 The process – the learners 

• A task was given to the 5 learners attending the Reach Unit. 



  Evidence of ‘Space’ 

Possible  sources  of  evidence: 

• Any d ocuments  used, i.e. 

• Consent  forms, information  sheets 

• Focus  group  session  with  parents  recorded 

• Meeting notes 

• Photos  during  activity  with  learners 

• Learners’ activity 



 Consent forms/information sheets 



    Focus group sessions with parents 



Questions 

• Day-to-day school life 

• Feeling  part  of  the  Unit  and  the  whole  
school community 

• Strengths  of  the  Unit; a reas  for  suggested  
improvements;  challenges  encountered 



 Learner activities (1) 



 Learner activities (2) 



  Evidence of ‘Audience’ 

Possible  sources  of  evidence: 

• A record of stakeholders who were present and their roles in the activity 

• Focus  group  session  was  recorded;  photos  taken  of  activity  with  learners 

• Reflective  notes  taken  during  focus  group  session  and  learners’ activity 



  Evidence of ‘Voice’ 

Possible  sources  of  evidence: 

• Any p roducts  produced  as  outputs, i.e.  

• Student  work  (photographs, drawings, etc.) 

• Recordings/transcript  of  focus  group  session  with  parents 



Challenges 

• Involving the  learners  in  the  project 

• Timeframes 



      
    

     

Contact 
www.european-agency.org 

European Agency for Special Needs and Inclusive Education 
Østre Stationsvej 33, DK-5000 Odense C, Denmark 

secretariat@european-agency.org 
Tel.: +45 64 41 00 20 

http://www.european-agency.org
mailto:secretariat@european-agency.org
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