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Outline 

Child participation  
as a human right  

The Lundy model 

Myth-busting 
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Part 1: Children’s 
participation as a 
human right 



Article 12  UN 
Convention 
on  the  Rights  
of  the  Child 



   
  

 

UN 
Convention 
on the Rights 
of Persons 
with 
Disabilities 



  
 

The benefits of 
child 
participation… 



Why is it a human right? 



    
    

 

A right in itself and a 
means of realizing all 
other rights 



A right of  individuals 
and  

A right of  groups o f 
children 



   
 

Part 2: The 
Lundy Model 



A DISCONNECT 

Article 12 Adults’ 
understanding 



	

 
 

 

What 
does	 
Article 	12 	
require? 

     
 

   

  

The Voice of the Child/ 
Student/Learner Voice? 

The Right to be Heard? 

The Right to Participate? 

“Each of these abbreviations is an 
imperfect summary and can

potentially undermine its
implementation.” Lundy 2007 



  

 

“Voice” 
is not enough… 

Lundy (2007) 



• SPACE:  Children  must  be  given  the  
opportunity to  express a  view 

• VOICE:  Children  must  be  facilitated  
to  express their  views 

• AUDIENCE:  The  view mu st  be  
listened  to 

• INFLUENCE:  The  view mu st  be  
acted  upon,  as appropriate 



 

 

 
“assure 

to the 
child”

SPACE 
Actively created 

Safe 

Inclusive 



 The seldom 
heard 



    
 

Voluntary VOICE 

Choice in mode of 
expression 

Supported to form and 
express views 



The  right  to 
information  is  a  
pre-requisite 



 

 

   

AUDIENCE Active listening 

All relevant decision-
makers 

Formal channels of 
communication 



 Leicester City Council 



  

INFLUENCE Realistic 

Transparent 

Feedback and follow-up 



  

 
 

 
 

The Four 
‘F’ 
Framework 
for 
Feedback 
(Lundy, 2018) 

Fast 

Full 

Child-friendly 

Followed-up 



	
   

      

        

         

   

     

A	 Framework	 for Feedback 
What did you agree with? 

What, if anything, surprised you and why? 

Did you disagree with anything? If so, what and why? 

Has it influenced your views in any way? If so, how? 

What have you decided? 

What is happening next and when will it happen? 



 

   
 

    
 

 
   

UNICE
ITS APPEAL 

F 
“Legally sound and user-
friendly” 

Intended to capture the
qualities of rights-based 
participation rather than 
different forms or levels of 
participation 



Participation  
with purpose 



 
 

 
  

 

Checking with
children that 
they felt that 

their voice was 
listened to 



“It’s  not  the  gift  
of a dults. I t’s  
the  right  of t he  
child”  

(Lundy  2007) 
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