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This report presents a summary of the analysis conducted by the European 
Agency for Development in Special Needs Education, at the request of 
member countries’ representatives, on the topic of Early Childhood 
Intervention. 

The current project work was an update to the analysis in the area of ECI 
conducted by the Agency in 2003–2004. 

The objective of the project update was to build upon the main outcomes 
and recommendations of the first Agency analysis. The main focus was 
upon the progress and main changes that have been made in the 
participating countries since 2005 in the area of ECI. These developments 
are general and are also in relation to five key elements – availability, 
proximity, affordability, interdisciplinary working and diversity – identified as 
essential factors within the model of ECI proposed in the first Agency study. 

National experts from 26 countries were involved in the collection and 
analysis of country information regarding progress and main developments 
in the area of ECI. 

The main message has been that although efforts have been undertaken by 
all countries and progress appears at all levels, more work needs to be done 
to ensure that the main principle is reached – the right of every child and 
her/his family to receive the support they might need. 
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