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visual impairment > blindness and low vision / partial sightedness 

social security code (Germany): 

   „normal“ vision:    1,0  (driver‘s licence: at least 0,7) 

   visual interference:    0,9 bis 0,4 

   visual impairment (0,2%):  0,3 bis 0,02 (with correction) 

   legal blindness (0,01%):  0,02 or <; < 5° visual field 

1. Eye Can‘t See 
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Functional Vision  

Important criteria to describe special needs of VI students: 
How does a student see under a variety of situations in 
his or her individual environment? 

 Which techniques does the student use to increase his 
of her functional vision, e.g. 

•  recognizing people 
•  finding the way in a familiar setting 
•  finding the way in an unfamiliar setting 
•  responding to changes in various conditions 
•  practicing nonverbal communication? 

1. Eye Can‘t See 
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Functional Vision  

Restricted vision, missing visual information affects various 
developmental areas 

>  Needs in specific areas of development - important 
for learning 

1. Eye Can‘t See 
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Functional Vision  > checklists 

Orientation & Mobility  > observations and checklists 

Daily Living Skills  > observations and checklists 

Psychological   > standardized tests, not specific for VI 

  Depending on the need observed by the individual educator 

2. Assessment 



Landesförderzentrum Sehen, Schleswig 
State Ressource Center  
for Visually Impaired, Schleswig 
Ute Hoelscher 

Assessment in  
Inclusive Settings 
Limassol, Cypres 
October 23rd & 24th, 2008 

Expanded Core Curriculum for Visually Impaired (ECC) 

   Visual Efficiency / Functional Vision 
   Orientation and Mobility  
   Independent Living  
   Social Skills 
   Recreation and Leisure  
   Compensatory Skills 
   Assistive Technology  
   Career Education  
   Self Determination 

2. Assessment 
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3. Mandate and Concept 
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Providing Special Educational Support  

and Consultation Services  

to Children, Youth and Young Adults  

with Visual Impairments  

in the Home Environment 

3. Mandate and Concept 
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Coordination and Logistics  
Administration 

Support and Consultation in the Home Environment 
of Children, Youths, and Young Adults with Special Needs (Vision)  

Mission Statement 

inclusion 

subsidiary understanding 
of special education 

including all students with  
visual impairments, not  
depending on kind and area 
of home school 

Legal Background 

school law 

regulations 

curriculum 

Concept 

ressource center with 
mobile offers, outreach,  
no special school 

concepts of consulting  
and support 

securing of professionalism 
by networking with various  
institutions of further  
education 

3. Mandate and Concept 
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Implementation 

Support and Consulting 

Seminars 

Courses 

    Media Center, Administration   

3. Mandate and Concept 
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Courses 

for children, youth, and 
young adults with 
visual impairments 

for their parents and 
other relatives 

family-weekends 

Seminars 

for personnel in the areas  
of education and therapy 

for teachers 

for professionals in  
vocational settings 

Support and  
Consultation  

early intervention and 
elementary support 

low vision 

blindness 

mentally challanged 

school – vocation 

Specific Offers 
Media Center 
Administration 

Support and Consultation in the Home Environment 
of Children, Youths, and Young Adults with Special Needs (Vision)  

3. Mandate and Concept 
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Personnel 

    Central and decentralized in all of Schleswig-
Holstein 

    Multidisciplinary competencies and qualifications 
in one 

  place > service center 

  Exchange, maintaining and developing of expertise 

  Frequent meetings (Schleswig-Tuesday): team 
 meetings, monthly conferences with all staff members 

  Frequent publications: Info Intern twice a month 

  Communication via e-mail 

  Interdisziplinary cooperation with outside agencies 

3. Mandate and Concept 
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2006 

Representative  
Board Member 
Christine Pluhar 

4. Project 
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Reasons for participation: 

   EVIT – practice 

   Outside views, different perspectives 

   Looking beyond one‘s own nose 

   Developing own practice in regards to  
 assessments 

4. Project 
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Site Visit 2007 - Key Question 

How to develop and further  

multi-professional assessment procedures  

in cooperation with  

mainstream schools, students, and their families? 

4. Project 
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4. Project 
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 Impressions After the Visit 

  Visitors having a quick view of what is essential  

  Positive feedback by various professionals 
 confirmed work 

  New thoughts transferring onto various projects  

4. Project 
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Three Main Reflections 

  To strengthen the involvement of students and parents 
in the assessment process 

  To strengthen inclusion in the way of promoting the 
positive structure of the center 

  To formalize informal procedures and processes with the 
purpose of strengthening ongoing assessment in 
mainstream settings 

                                                        

4. Project 
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Goal 

Formalize informal procedures and processes  
with the purpose of strengthening ongoing assessment  

in mainstream settings;  
setting standards for the procedure  
usable for all teams at the center 

>  Developing a tool based on subjects of the  
 Expanded Core Curriculum for Visually Impaired 

4. Project 
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 Goal  

To Develop a Tool Based on Subjects of the  

Expanded Core Curriculum for Visually Impaired  

as a basis for assessment for learning in mainstream settings to: 

 >  develop more transparency 
 >  provide a mutual understanding about the areas assessed 

 by the center 
 >  provide a transparent tool to support cooperation with 

 parents, teachers, and students (key-question) 
 >  enhance quality 

4. Project 
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 First Steps 

 Chosing two areas of the Expanded Core Curriculum 
exemplary to develop an assessment tool usuable for all 
teams at the center: 

>  Mobility and Orientation (O&M) 

>  Social Skills / Self Determination / Autonomy / Decision-
Making Abilities 

4. Project 
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Input from the Countries 

•  Do the other countries work with an Expanded Core 
Curriculum for students with special needs and what is 
the procedure? 

•  How are social skills / self-determination/ autonomy / 
decision-making abilities in students with special needs 
assessed in other countries? 

                                                        

4. Project 
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Mobility and Orientation 

4. Project 
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Mobility and Orientation 

  Encourage regular O&M evaluations of all students 

  Enhance quality of student IEPs regarding O&M 

  Faciltate and promote communication about O&M needs 
between educators and parents 

  Introduce O&M standards 

4. Project 
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Social Skills / Self-Determination 

 No assessment tools known in this area designed for 
students with visual impairments 

 Search for assessement tools designed by other 
organizations or institutions in other countries 

>  Iowa Expanded Core Curriculum Resource Guide 2006; 
defines „learning expectations“ for all parts of the ECC  

4. Project 
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Example: Self-Determination 

Standard:  Students will aquire attitudes, knowledge, and interperonal skills to   
 help them understand and respect self and others  

K–2:  Learning Expectations:   The student will identify and express 
feelings  

  Performance Indicators:  The student will recognize the vocabulary 
        associated with feelings 

3–5:  Learning Expectations:   The student will identify and express 
feelings        in an appropriate manner 

  Performance Indicators:  The student will identify feelings associated 
       with significant experiences 

6-8: Learning Expectations:   see above 

  Performance Indicators:  The student will demonstrate appropriate 
        methods of communicating feelings 

9-12: Learning Expectations:  The student will recognize and respect feelings 
      and needs of self and others 

   Performance Indicators:  The student will value self and others with 
       regard to individual differences 

4. Project 
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Next Steps 

  Review the translation of the ECC to incorporate German 
or European conditions  

  Develop tables for all areas of the ECC to get a usuable 
assessment tool 

  Cooperate with other schools, organisations, project 
teams, and countries working on the same subject to 
develop a mutual understanding and standards in this 
area to enhance quality and professional assessment for 
learning 

5. Outcome and Goals 
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Results of „From the Informal to the Formal“ 

•  Supports and stresses needed professionalism in the 
area of assessing students with visual impairments as a 
basis for assessment for learning 

•  Points out the importance of specific professional 
viewpoints, aspects, and skills in such areas which help 
completing the picture in the process of assessment for 
learning  

•  Clarifies the importance to strengthen the identity of 
education for students with visual impairments  

5. Outcome and Goals 
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Further Steps 

  International congress for educatores of the visually 
impaired in Hannover (July 2008): introduction of the 
results of this project 

  Cooperation with other teams and project groups which 
work on similar questions 

  Cooperate with universities to work on standards and 
quality programs in the area of eduction for students 
with visual impairments 

  Develop further assessement procedures in all areas of 
the Expanded Core Curriculum for Visually Impaired  

5. Outcome and Goals 
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Thank You 

for Your Attention 

www.lfs-schleswig.de 
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Discussion Points 

  What is your understanding of standards? 

  Do you think we do need specified assessments? 

  What is the negative aspect of having specified 
assessements? 

  Where could the cooperative aspect be when assessing 
in the specific way? 
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